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The Modern Language Association

Organized in 1883, the MLA exists for the purpose of ad-
vancing study, criticism and research In English and the
modern foreign languages and their literatures; the asso-
ciation is comprised of some 30,000 scholars and teachers.

The activities of the MLA are numerous and include an
Annual Convention In December that brings together many
faculty and administrators to participate in seminars and
forums on subiects of literary interest. In addition, MLA
publishes the scholarly journal Publications of the Modern
Language Association and the MLA Incernational Bibli-
ography. The Foreign Language Program and the English
Program address specific professional and academic con-
cerns of the membership.
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Background, Goals, and Activities

Established to encourage awareness and study of
minority Am lits (NA lit) in The Academy

Goals: The Commission on Minority Groups and
the Study of Language and Literature was created in
1972 by the Executive Council of the Modern
Language Association to:

1. advance interest in languages and litera-
tures among students from minority groups, and
to

2. develop in the mainstream of literary
studies an awareness of literature by and about
minorities.

In September of 1974, the Commission received
a generous grant from the National Endowment
for the Humanities to pursue these goals through
various programs that include furnishing models
for teaching minority literature, helping to gen-
erate and disseminate publications from minor-
ity groups, and furthering the training and parti-
cipation of minority groups rn the field.

Participants: For the most part the participants
in the Commission's activities are teachers of
minority literature and teachers of conventional
literature to minority students; some activities
also include students, administrators, and mem-
bers of the adult community. Activities are
supervised by the Project Director with the ad-
vice of the Commission and coordinated by a
Program Coordinator.

Evaluation: Evaluations are solicited from the
participants in the various programs, and de-
tailed reports of each activity are prepared by the
Program Coordinator. Biannual reports, written
by the Project Director, are submitted to NEH.

Publications: Results and reports of program ac-
tivities appear in the MLA Newsletter and other
MLA publications. In addition, the Commission
publishes a special series of pamphlets and
papers on subjects related to minority students
and the study of language and literature. Inter-
ested persons are invited to submit manuscripts
to the Commission's Program Coordinator.

Regional Conferences: Designed to respond to
regional interests, eight one-day conferences for
teachers and administrators take place in major
cities to foster working relationships between the

various levels of education. Six conferences have
already been held, in Los Angeles, Miami, St.
Louis, Albuquerque, Boston, and Atlanta. The
seventh is scheduled for Seattle in April 1976,
1ag%the last will be held in Dallas in October

Summer Institutes: These working conferences
bring together for a period of five days 12 experts
in the field of language and literature to define
the terms and scope of minority involvement in
the field and to produce position papers which
form the basis of the Summer Seminars. The 1975
Institute on "Politics, Rhetoric and Literature"
was held at Colorado College. The subject of the
1976 Institute, at the University of North
Carolina, is "Curriculum for a Plural Society: The
Politics of Redefinition."

Summer Seminars: Four two-week Summer Senii-
nars draw upon faculty experts from the Summer
Institutes and other specialists to develop skills
and higher levels of competence among the
faculty participants. The 1975 Summer Seminars
addressed the subjects "Minority Fiction in
Schools and Colleges" and "Interfaces between
Conventional and Minority Poetry" at Yale and
Stanford respectively. This summer, Seminars will
be held at the University of North Carolina on
"The Folk Tradition in Southern Ethnic Litera-
ture" and at the University of Wisconsin on
"Urban Ethnic Literature."

Faculty Workshops: Each "graduate" of the
Summer Seminars is encouraged to conduct local
workshops for teachers and administrators at a
particular level.

Annual Forum: Each year at the MLA Annual
Convention, the Commission sponsors a Forum
and related workshops on subjects pertinent to
minority language and literature. Forum subjects
include "Third World Autobiography: The Arti-
fact and Polemics of Experience" and "Visions of
Power in Minority Literature" with such distin-
guished speakers as James Baldwin, Alice
Walker, and Roger Rosenblatt.

Bicentennial Symposium: Culminating the two
years of program activities will be a three-day
symposium in the fall of 1976. The theme will be
"The Minority Program: Retrospective and Per-
spective."



MLA / NEH Summer Seminar
Native American Literature: Criticism and Curriculum:
Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff AZ
June 27 -July 8 1977

The first MLA summer seminar devoted entirely to NA lit

List prepared by Ken Roemer and A. LaVonne Brown Ruoff
MLA Convention, Boston, January 4, 2013

Directors and Institutional Affiliations in 1977

*Paula Gunn Allen, (Laguna/Metis), University of New Mexico
Larry Evers, University of Arizona

Dexter Fisher Cirillo, MLA

*John Rouillard, (Dakota, Santee Sioux), San Diego State University
Terry Wilson, (Pottawatomi), University of California, Berkeley

Participants and Institutional Affiliations in 1977

Olga Arenivar, Los Medanos College

*Joseph M. Backus, University of Hawaii

Helen Bannan, University of New Mexico

Gretchen Bataille, lowa State University

Barney Bush, (Shawnee/Cayuga) Poet, Milwaukee

Michael Castro, University of Missouri

*Bud T. Cochran, University of Dayton

Elizabeth Cook-Lynn, (Crow Creek Sioux) Eastern Washington State College
Patricia D'Andrea, Ed., Confluencia, Univ. of New Mexico

Sandra Davis, El Paso Community College

Lester Faigley, University of North Dakota

Joy Harjo, (Muscogee/Cherokee) Poet, University of lowa

Helen L. Harris, (Choctaw), Paul Quinn College

*Elaine Jahner, University of Nebraska

Victor Masayesva (Hopi), University of Arizona

Raoul McKay, (Metis), University of Manitoba

Delilah Orr, (Navajo), Fort Lewis College

Charles E. Roberts, (Choctaw), California State University, Sacramento
Kenneth Roemer, University of Texas at Arlington

A. LaVonne Brown Ruoff, University of Illinois at Chicago Circle
James Ruppert, Navajo Community College

Priscella A. Russo

Kathleen Sands, Arizona State University

*Michael Taylor, (Lakota Sioux), Denver Metropolitan Educational Opportunity Center
Andrew Wiget, University of Utah

Guest Scholars and Artists

Mike Kabotie (Hopi) and the Artists Hopid (Hopi)

Harold Littlebird (Laguna /Santo Domingo)

Kenneth Lincoln, University of California, Los Angeles

Leslie Marmon Silko, (Laguna), Poet and Fiction Writer, Laguna

*Deceased



Gretchen, Paula, Lavonne (hat), Terry, John, Delilah, Olga, Elizabeth

Pricilla, Lester, Bud, (camera), Pat, Gretchen, Dexter, Helen, Mike



This is a bare-bones schedule indicating
only the major topics and texts discussed.
Other texts were discussed, e.g., Ortiz's

Going forthe Rain. 1apologize for my
scribbled notes. KR

SCHEDULE FOR
MLA SUMMER SEMINAR ON
NATIVE AMERICAN
LITERATURE: CRITICISM
AND CURRICULUM?”

NORTHERN ARIZONA
UNIVERSITY
7 JUNE - 8 JULY 1977

MONDAY 27 JUNE

9:00 - 11:45
12:15 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 - 6:00

TUESDAY, 28 JUNE

9:00 - 11:45

12:00 - 1:00

1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 - 6:00
8:00

WEDNESDAY, 29 JUNE

9:00 — 11:45

12:00 - 1:00

1:00 - 3:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 - 6:00
7:00 - 8:30

Lecture and Discussion on Critical Problems in Native American
Literature by Paula Gunn Allen

Lunch

Seminar: Native American Poetry
Reading: Poems Assigned by P. Allen
Workshops on Course Design
Independent Study and Research

Dinner

Lecture and Discussion on Cycles of Appreciation: The
Oral Tradition and Contemporary Literature by Larry Evers

Lunch
Seminar: The Oral Tradition
Readings: The Way to Rainy Mountain by Momaday
The Trickster by Radin
“Storyteller” by Leslie Silko
The Night Chant by Radin
Seminar: Assigned Readings by Evers
Videotapes
Independent Study and Research

Dinner

Guest Presentation by Leslie Silko

Lecture and Discussion on Historical Perspectives in
Contemporary Indian Literature by Terry Wilson

Lunch

Movie: House Made of Dawn

General Discussion of Movie and Novel
Dinner

Seminar: Historical Perspectives
Readings: House Hade of Dawn by Momaday

Chemistry 113
* Buffet of Central
. Dining Hall

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 119

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 119

Chemistry 113

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 119

Hospitality Center

Little Theater
Liberal Arts 118

Chemistry 113

Flagstaff Theater

Chemistry 113

To be announced




TUESDAY, 5 JULY

2100 - 1L:45

12100 1100
1100 2100
100 11,00
4100, 5180
0 6100

8:00

WEDNESDAY | 6 JULY

9:00 11:45
12:00 _  1:00
1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 . 5:30
5:30 - 6:00
8:00

THURSDAY, 7 JULY

9:00 - 11:45
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 11:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 — 6:00
7:00

FRIDAY 8 JULY
9:00 - 12:00

12:00 - 1:00

Lecture and Discussion on The Indian as Protagonist: Native
Americans in American Literature by Terry Wilson

Lunch

Workshops on Course Design
Workshops on Course Design
Independént Study and Research
Dinner

Guest Presentation by Mike Kabotle and Artists Hopid

Locture and Discussion on Native American Impacts on American

Litercture by Paula Gunn Allen
Lunch
Workshops on Course Design
Workshops on Course Design
Indapondent Study and Research
Dinner

Guest Lecture by Ken Lincoln

Lecture and Discussion on Uses of Film in Teaching Native
American Literature by lLarry Evers

Lunch

Workshops on Course Design
Workshops on Course Design
Independent Study and Research
Dinner

Videotapes

Summary session

Lunch

Chemistry 113

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 119

Little Theater
Liberal Arts 118

Chemistry 113

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 119

Little Theater
Liberal Arts 118

Chemistry 113

Chemlstry 113,
114, 118, 119

To be announced

Chemistry 113

THURSDAY, 30 JUNE

9:00 - 11:15
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 - 6:00
8:00

FRIDAY, 1 JULY

9:00 --11:45
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 5:00
5:30 - 6:00

SATURDAY, 2 JuLY

SUNDAY, 33uLY

3:00-5:00
MONDAY, 4 JuLY
9:00 - 11:45
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 2:30
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 5:30
5:30 - 6:00

Lecture and Discussion on The Plastic Commode Float is no
Substitute for a Turtle Shell by John Roulllard

Lunch

Seminar: Native American Prose Fiction
Readii House Made of Dawn by d
Winter In the Blood by Welch
Ceremony by Silko

Workshop on course design — Survey
Independent Study and Research
Dinner

Poetry Reading: Paula Gunn Allen, Barney Bush,
Joy Harjo, Harold Littlebird

Panel on Critical Approaches to Native American Literature
All Seminar Leaders

Lunch

Workshops on Course Design
Workshops on Course Design
Independent Study and Research

Dinner

Flagstaff Powwow

Flagstaff Powwow

Poetry
Lecture and Discussion on How to Design Introductory Courses in

Native American Literature by John Rouillard

Lunch

Workshops on Course Design
Workshops on Course Design

Independent Study and Research

Dinner

Chemistry 113

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 119

Chemistry 113

Hospitality House

Chemistry 113

Chemistry 113,
114, 118, 118

Hospitality House

Chemistry 113

Chemistry 113,
114, 118. 119



Mailing List -- Flagstaff Seminar

Name

Home

Institution

Paula Gunn Allen

Olga Arenivar

Joseph M. Backus

Helen Bannan

Gretchen Bataille

Barney Bush

420 Erbbe NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico
87123

47 Carroll Drive
Pittsburg, Cal. 94565

3275 Beaumont Woods Place
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

(808)988-2472

1229 Princeton NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico

87106

1602 Grand
Ames, Iowa 50010
515-232-8658

University of New Mexico

Los Medanos College
Language Arts Area
Pittsburg, Cal. 94565

Department of English
University of Hawaii
1733 Donaghho Road
Honolulu, Hawaii
(808)948-8804

American Studies
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, N. Mex. 87131

245 Ross, Iowa State U.
Ames, Iowa 50011

515-294-4502

MATC
1015 N. 6th Street
Milwaukee, WI. 53211

(414) 278-6566/6404

Lecture Topics

Poetry readings, Native Am.

literature: images, theme, symbol

structure

1-Multi Cultural infusion in
traditional curriculum.
2-The “Latin" in Literature.
3-Chicana in Contemporary
Literature.
4-Chicano Literature.
5-Mexican Music: Values and
attitudes inherent in lyrics.
6-Bilingual education.
7-Raza Poetry.

"The Indian in American Lit-
erature" (in a pinch)
"Parapsychology and Literature"

attitudes of white reformers
toward Indians in 1880's &

1920’s, and changing defini-
tions of "the Indian Problem"

American Indian Literature
Images of the American Indian
Civil Rights Issues & legis-
lation.

Poetry Reading



Name

Home

Institution

Lecture Topics

Michael Castro

Bud T. Cochran

Elizabeth Cook

Patricia D'Andrea

Sandra Davis

Larry Evers

Lester Faigley

Dexter Fisher

Joy Harjo

Helen L. Harris

Elaine Jahner

7420 Cornell Avenue
University City, MO 63130
(314) 725-0602

352 Rockhill Avenue
Kettering, Ohio 45429

Star Route
Davenport, Washington
99122

413 Cagua NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
(505) 265-7411

341 Oklahoma Road
Manitou Springs, CO 80829

1806 University Avenue
Grand Forks, ND 58201
(701) 746-6557

301 E. 73rd Street
New York, New York 10021
(212) 737-5226

531 Hawkeye Drive
Iowa City, IA 52240

1516 Northcrest Drive.
Waco, Texas 76710

147 A Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588
(402) 432-8768

English Department
University of Missouri
St. Louis, MO. 63121

Department of English
University of Dayton

Eastern Washington State College

Cheney, Wash. 99004

American Studies
U. of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131

El Paso Community College
2200 Bott Avenue
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Department of English
Univ. of Arizona
Tucson, AZ 85721
(602) 834-1836

Department of English
Univ. of North Dakota
Grand Forks, ND 58202

Modern Language Association
62 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10011

University of Iowa
Writers Workshop
Iowa City, IA 52241

Department of English
Paul Quinn College
Waco, Texas 76704
(817) 776-9910

Department of English
University of Nebraska
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588

Poetry Readings

Poetry Readings

Small Press

American Indian Art

Linguistics and Literary
style

Asian American Women Writers
Native American Women Writers
Afro-American Women Writers

Poetry Readings

Cross-Cultural Literary
Criticism, unpublished
Manuscript Materials.



Name

Home

Institution

Lecture Topics

Kenneth Lincoln

Raoul McKay

Delilah Orr

Charles Roberts

Ken Roemer

John C. Rouillard

A. Lavonne Ruoff

James Ruppert

10428 Quito Lane
Los Angeles, CA 90024

673 Campbell Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada

(203) 489-4390

5529 Camellia Avenue
Sacramento, California
95819

3409 Halifax Drive
Arlington, Texas 76013
(817) 277- 277-0338

6040 Manon Street
La Mesa, California 92041
(714) 465-8872

300 Forest Avenue
Oak Park, Illinois
(705)848-9292

Department of Humanities
University of New Mexico
Gallup, NM 87301

UCLA, ,English Department
Amer'ican I ian Culture Center

Dept. of Native Studies
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, Manitoba
(203) 474-9266

Division of Cultural Studies
Fort Lewis College
Durango, Colorado 81301

Dept. of History

Calif. State U. Sacramento
Sacramento, Cal. 95819
(916) 454-6489

Department of English
UT. Arlington
Arlington, Texas 76019

American Indian Studies Dept.
San Diego State U.

San Diego, CA 92182

(714) 286-6991

Department of English

U. of Illinois at Chicago Circle
Box 4348

Chicago, Illinois 60680

(312) 996-3260

Dept. of Communications,
Arts and Humanities
Navajo Community College
Tsaile, Arizona 86556

Contemporary American and
American Indian Poetry

History of Native Peoples of
Canada & United States

Development of Higher Education
for Native Peoples in Canada.

Native American History, certain
aspects

Way to Rainy Mountain
Contemporary Native American Lit
Contemporary Nat. Am. Poetry

Indian Music-comparative analysi
Indian Education-various areas

Modern Native American Liter-
ature, Native American Studies
Curriculum development.

Contemporary American Indian
Poetry as Contemporary American
Poetry; Early literary trans-
lator, Problems of Translation
as effected by Literary Theory,
Indian in American Literature.



Name

Home

Institution

Lecture Topics

Priscilla Russo

Kay Sands

Michael Taylor

Andrew O. Wiget

Terry P. Wilson

6216 South Lake Ct.
San Diego, CA 92119

(602) 965-7271

Suite 19

1555 Washington
Denver, CO 80203
(303) 837-8664

1242 University Village
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112
(801) 582-0466

Dept. of American Indian Studies
San Diego State University
San Diego, CA 92182

Department of English
Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ 85281

Univ. of Colo.-Denver

Arapahoe Community College
Denver Museum of Natural History
(303) 892-2101

Dept. of English

341 Orson Spencer Hall
University of Utah

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112
(801)581-6167

NAS-UC

3411 Dwinelle Hall
Berkeley, CA 94720
(405) 642-6717/18/25/26

American Indian History
The Oral Tradition in American
Indian Literature

Native American Autobiography

Federal/Indian Relations,
Intergroup Relations,

Indian Arts & Crafts, Education,
treaties & law, current issues,
etc.

Native American Literatures,
esp. oral traditions (perfor-
mances, genres, themes,etc.)

Various topics and themes in
Indian history, development
of Native American studies.



ROSTER OF PARTICIPANTS
Summer Seminar on
“Native American Literature: Criticism and Curriculum"

27 June -- 8 July 1977, Northern Arizona University

OLGA ARENIVAR LOS MEDANOS COLLEGE
Language Arts 2700 Leland Rd.
Pittsburg, Calif. 94565

B.A., M.A., Community College Credential, California State University,
1969-73. Area of Concentration: Speech Communication, Ethnic Studies,
and Language Arts and Literature. Current Position: Instructor, Los
Medanos College, 1973 to present. Ms. Arenivar teaches oral interpre-
tation of literature, speech, forensics, and various courses on La Raza
for the Social Science Department. She also teaches Yoga for Health
and,Hatha Yoga. Prior to joining the faculty at Los Medanos, she was an
instructor of speech and ethnic studies at California State University at
San Francisco (1971-73). She has also worked in the Headstart Program for
preschool children and in various La Raza organizations at the university
and state level. Ms. Arenivar has this year received a grant from her
school to interview Native Americans on videotape in conjunction with the
development of a curriculum in Native American Studies.

Course proposal: Develop bibliographies, media, and other materials on

American Indian culture as resources to be used by facul-
ty members in the Learning Resource Center. Part of
these materials will include the oral tradition via

taped interviews with Native Americans.

JOSEPH M. BACKUS UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII-
Department of MANOA 1733 Donaghho Rd.
English Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

A.B., Allegheny College, 1949; M.S., Columbia University: 1954; M.A.,
University of California, Berkeley, 1957; Ph.D., UC Berkeley, 1961.

Current Position: Professor of English at University of Hawaii, 1961 to
present. Mr. Backus has also taught at the American University of Beirut
(1949-50) and at Berkeley (1957-61). In addition, he has been Associate
Professor for World Campus Afloat (1968) and a Professor in the ESOL
Teacher Training Program, East-West Center, Univ. of Hawaii. His publica-
tions include articles on Faulkner, short story structure and characterization
in American Literature, Language Learning, and Names. He has also published

a small book built around the essays by Gelett Burgess called Behind the
Scenes: Glimpses of Fin de Siécle San Francisco (S.F.: The Book Club of Calif.
1963) . More recently, Mr. Backus has written on parapsychology and litera-
ture and done review articles for the Journal of the American Society for
Psychical Research. He is also a poet, short story writer, and artist.Mr.
Backus has worked as a newspaper reporter and editor and as a resettlement
officer with the World Council of Churches in Munich.

’




Joseph Backus cont.

Course Proposal: Redesign The American Indian in Literature. The
organizing principle is thematic: varying impressions
of the American Indian as he appears in literature both
by and about him, from pre-European times to the
present.

HELEN M. BANNAN UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
Department of American Studies Albuquerque, New Mexico
87131
B.A., College of Saint Elizabeth, 1969; M.A., Syracuse University, 1973;
Ph.D., Syracuse University, 1976. Fields: American Studies, History,
CulturalAnthro%?lo y. Dissertation: "Reformers and the 'Indian Problem,
1878-1887 and 1922-1934." Current Position: Assistant Professor of
American Studies, University of New Mexico, 1975 to present. In 1975,
Ms. Bannan worked as Coordinator and Instructor for a Summer Institute in
American Indian History at the Newberry Library. She has also taught at
St. Paul's Mission School on the Fort Belknap Indian Reservation (1971-72),
worked as an editor, children's recreation director, and as a tutor-counse-
lor for Upward Bound. Her publications include articles and reviews on
Indian history in Christian Science Monitor, American Indian Quarterly,
New America, Meeting Ground, and Selected Proceedings of the 3rd Annual
Conference on Minority Studies. She was the commentator-chair for a
session on Native American Women at the Western Social Science Association
Convention in April 1977. Ms. Bannan has also given a number of lectures
on American Indian policy reform at universities around the country.

Course Proposal: Redesign American Life and Thought. Cultural Pluralism
in the Southwest, and Women's Experience in the US to
include more Native American materials. Design course
on Native American Women.

GRETCHEN BATAILLE IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of English Ames, Iowa 50011

B.S., California State Polytechnic University, 1966; M.A., CSPU, 1967;

Ph.D. in progress at Drake University. Dissertation: “Teaching American
Indian Literature." Present Position: Iowa State University, 1967 to pre-
sent. Ms. Bataille has participated in a number of professional con-
ferences and meetings on Indian Education and Women's Studies at various
universities. She has done several radio interviews on minority programs and
moderated the Women's Week Panel at Iowa State. She has chaired symposia
on the American Indian in the University, the Indian Citizen's Perspective on
the Land, the People and the Land. She is also chair of the forum on Amer-
ican Indian literature for the Midwest MLA. Her publications include
articles on film, images of the Indian in film, poetry of American Indian
women, and women in film in Women and Film, Poet and Critic, The Journal
of Popular Film, and Quarterly Review of Film Studies. Forthcoming is

The Worlds Between Two Rivers: Perspectives on American Indians in Iowa

(Iowa State Univ. Press). She has also written with Charles Silec The Pretend
Indians: Images in the Movies. Her research in progress includes a slide-
lecture series on “Images of the American.”




Gretchen Bataille cont.

Course proposal: Redesign approaches to Teaching Literature of the
American Indian to include more emphasis on the tra-
ditional oral materials.

BARNEY BUSH MILWAUKEE AREA TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Native American Studies Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53203

B.A., Fort Lewis College, 1972. Current Position: Instructor of Native
American Literature, History, and Culture, Milwaukee Area Technical College,

1976 to present. At MATC, Mr. Bush also conducts an in-service training

course on approaches to teaching the American Indian student and works

as financial aids specialist for the Native Arrerican students. Before moving

to Wisconsin, Mr. Bush taught at New Mexico Highlands University (1975-76).
From 1972-73, he was founder and director of the Institute of the Southern
Plains, and from 1971-72, he taught at the Institute of American Indian Arts
in Santa Fé. A writer-poet, his works have been published in Circa, Suntracks,
Quetzal, River Run, Arizona Highways, Scree, and Indian American. To name

but a few. He has given numerous lectures, readings, and performances at
universities and community centers around the country and was awarded in

1976 the Grand Award Presentation for Poetry at the Scottsdale National Indian
Arts Exhibition. His art work (sculpture, painting, jewelry, photographs, crafts)
has been variously exhibited from Oklahoma to Connecticut. Tribal Affilia-
tion: Shawnee/Cayuga (Oklahoma) .

Course proposal: Develop materials and strategies for a Native American
literature course that respond to needs and experiences
of the urban Native American student.

MICHAEL CASTRO UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ST LOUIS
Department of English St. Louis, Missouri 63121

B.A., State University of New York at Buffalo, 1967; M.A., Washington
University, 1970; Ph.D. Candidate, Washington University. Dissertation:

“The Convergence of Poet, Prophet, and Shaman in Indian Related Literature
of the Twentieth Century." Present Position: Instructor at University of
Missouri-St. Louis, 1972 to present. Mr. Castro teaches courses on creative
writing, literary types, and literature of Native North America. As a poet,
he has published The Kokopilau Cycle (based on a Hopi myth, Blue Cloud
Quarterly, 1975), Ghost Hiways and Other Homes (Cornerstone Press, 1976), and
Cracks (Cauldron Press, 1977). His poems have also appeared in a number of
anthologies and magazines including Greenfield Review, River Styx 1 & 11,
Image, St. Louis Outlaw, Isthmus, etc. He has written prose fiction and
numerous reviews and is editor of River Styx, a magazine of poetry and the
graphic arts, 1975 to present. From 1970-73, he coordinated the "River
Styx Poets" radio show in St. Louis which included interviews, readings,

and collaborations with musicians.

Course Proposal: Develop resource material in oral literature for
inclusion in course on Literature of Native North
America.




BUD T. COCHRAN UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
Department of Dayton, Ohio 45469
English

B.A., College of Steubenville, 1955; M.A., Ohio State University, 1957;

Ph.D., Ohio State University, 1967. Dissertation: A Definitive Edition
of Edward Eggleston's The HOosier School-Master. Present Position:

Associate Professor of English, University of Dayton, 1958 to present.
Mr. Cochran has also taught at Ohio State University, at the College of
Steubenville, and with the University of Dayton Study Abroad Program
in England. He has read papers and published on "Lincoln Steffens

and the Art of Autobiography" in CCC and on T.S. Eliot in The Catholic
Telegraph. He is editorial consultant for and co-author of the critical
introduction to Selected Poems of Jasim Uddin, ed. Hasna Jasimuddin
Moudud (Bangladesh: Oxford University Press, 1975). Mr. Cochran has
also worked as a coal tipple slate picker, oiler and operator (1948-50)
and a brakeman and conductor for Pennsylvania Railroad (1951-55).

Course Proposal: Redesign course on American Indian Literature. Design
graduate level course entitled Studies in the Teaching
of Literature which would "deal with the substance of,
design of, teaching techniques for, and critical approaches
to Native American literature."

LA CONFLUENCIA

PATRICIA D'ANDREA P.O. Box 409 _
Co-Editor Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

B.A. (International Studies), University of Colorado, 1961; M.A. (French),
Indiana University, 1970; Certificat Européen des Hautes Etudes Interna-
tionales, Nice, France, 1971; Ph.D. Candidate in American Studies with con-
centration in Southwest Studies and Bilingual Education, University of New
Mexico. Current Position: Co-editor of La Confluencia, a journal for
bilingual education and multicultural affairs; freelance editor and writer.
From 1973-75, Ms. D'Andrea was managing editor of the Museum of New Mexico
Press and associate editor of El Palacio, a museum quarterly journal. She
has taught ESL in Copenhagen(1971-72) where she also worked as a free-lance
interpreter (French/English). Prior to that, Ms. D'Andrea taught French at
Indiana University (1968-70), worked in various capacities with international
study-abroad programs, and was a publisher's assistant on The Weekly Tribune
in Geneva. She is a member of the editorial board of New America: A Review
and has '‘published book reviews in El Palacio. In addition, she assisted
Edward T. Hall in indexing and editing Beyond Culture, 1976, and was the
associate editor of Contact, a journal of World Federalist Youth, Denmark
(1971-72) .

Proposal: Develop ways to disseminate more widely through publishing
houses materials and model courses on Native American literature.
To act as resource person for publishing possibilities such as
the mechanics of starting one's own publishing business.



SANDRA F. DAVIS EL PASO COMMUNITY COLLEGE 2200
Communications and Humanities Bott Avenue
Division Colorado Springs, Colo. 80904

B.A., East Central State College, 1967; M.A., University of Colorado,
Current Position: Humanities and Speech Instructor and Instructor

American Indian Arts, El Paso Community College, 1973 to present. Ms.

Davis has also taught English and speech at Hillsboro H.S. in Kansas
(1967-69) and at Wellington High School, Kansas (1969-70). In 1969, she worked
as a counselor in the Office of Economic Opportunity at East Central State
College in Oklahoma. From 1974-76, she did research on the civilizations
of Mesa Verde, Shiprock, Fannington, Aztec, and the Taos Pueblo areas.

Most recently, Ms. Davis has been selected to work on a pilot project funded
by a grant from NEH to develop interdisciplinary courses in Native American
Studies. She is working on "The Arts of the North American Indian, 1500
to the Present" and as such has worked with museums and tribes throughout
five states. She has given slide presentations on the art of the American
Indian for KKTV, Channel 11. Tribal affiliation: Potawatomi/Cherokee.

Course Proposal: Develop resource materials in literature for inclusion
in course on The Arts of the American Indian, 1500 to
the present.

LESTER FAIGLEY UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA
Department of Grand Forks, North Dakota 58202
English

B.A., North Carolina State University, 1969; M.A., Miami (Ohio) University,
1972; Ph.D., University of Washington, 1976. Current Position: Assistant
Professor of English, University of North Dakota, 1976 to present. Mr. Faig-
ley's other teaching experience includes University of Washington (predoctoral
associate, 1975-76), Central Washington State College (visiting lecturer, 1974),
University of Washington (teaching assistant, 1972-74), Miami University
(T.A., 1970-72), and Graham Park J.H.5., Virginia (1969-70). He has been
recipient of a Faculty Research Grant (1976-77) and an Instructional Develop-
ment Grant (1976-78). His professional activities include articles and papers

on composition (delivered at CCCC and CEA meetings and published in English
Journal) and "The Oral Formulaic Theory of Old English Poetry: A Post-Mortem
Examination" delivered at the 1975 conference on British Studies at Simon
Fraser University.

Course Proposal: Redesign American Indian Literature to expand to a two-
semester course, '"The first concentrating on traditional
literature and the second concentrating on modern litera-
ture. The two courses in Native American literature will

form an integral part of the curriculum for the newly
approved Indian Studies Department.



NAOMI JOY HARJO UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
Department of Iowa City, Iowa 52242
English

B.A., University of New Mexico, 1976; M.F.A. Candidate, University of
Iowa (completion of degree expected May 1978). Current Position:

Member of the Iowa Writers' Workshop and Instructor of Native American
Literature, American Studies Department, University of Iowa, 1976 to pre-
sent. Ms. Harjo has also taught in the Poetry-in-the-Schools Program
for New Mexico. She has worked in the Native American Materials Develop-
ment Center (Albuquerque, 1976) as a writer-illustrator and photographer
of Navaho bilingual materials, and as a researcher/evaluator for an
American Indian History Project under the auspices of the National Indian
Youth Council at the University of New Mexico (1974-75). She is also a
member of the Deep Roots Tall Cedar Repertory Dance Theatre Group.

As a poet, Ms. Harjo has published The Last Song (UNM Press, 1976).

Her poems have also appeared in Dacotah Territory, . New Mexico Magazine,
New America, Thunderbird, Passing Through (anthology), and Settling America
(anthology) . In 1975, she was runner-up for the Academy of American Poetry
Prize, and shared the first prize in 1976. She has also won 1lst and 2nd
prize for her drawings in the UNM Kiva Club Nizhoni Days Art Show (1976).
Tribal affiliation: Creek.

Course Proposal: Design course on Native American literature to be taught
in English department. "The course will be included in
the undergraduate core literature requirements. This will
be the first time that a core literature class will be
offered here that will be comprised exclusively of
Native American authors."

HELEN HARRIS PAUL QUINN COLLEGE
Department of English Waco, Texas 76704

B.A., East Texas State University, 1964; M.A., East Texas State University,
1969; Ph.D., Florida State University, 1973. Dissertation: “The Theme of

Death in Mark Twain's Fiction.” Current Position: Chairperson and Associate
Professor, Division of Humanities and Department of English, Paul Quinn
College, 1974 to present. In 1976 (spring), Ms. Harris was a visiting
lecturer on Native American literature at Baylor University. She also worked
as a consultant (1975) at Baylor, establishing the first Native American
literature course offered. She has also taught at Florida State University
(Teaching Assistant, 1969-72) and at East Texas State University (1968-69).
She has published articles on Indian Education and the Indian in American
Literature in Clearing House, Indian Historian and American Literature.

In addition, Ms. Harris has delivered papers on Native American poetry, stra-
tegies for teaching Native American literature, and curriculum development in
Native American literature at various conferences. In her capacity as
Chairperson, she supervises the English skills clinic and English majors'
practice teaching in the Waco area public schools. Tribal Affiliation: Cherokee.

Course Proposal: Develop materials for inclusion in a variety of English
offerings, including Native American Literature.




ELAINE JAHNER UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN
Department of English Lincoln, Nebraska 68588

B.A., Mary College, 1964; M.A. (Folklore), Indiana University, 1971;
Ph.D., Indiana University., 1975. Dissertation: "Spatial Categories in
Siouan Folk Narrative." Current Position: Assistant Professor of English
and Ethnic Studies and Director of Lakota Language Project and of Native
American Literature Studies, University of Nebraska, 1975 to present. From
1974-75, Ms. Jahner was Director of Hidatsa, Mandan and Arikara Language
Development Project (Title 111). She has also worked as Administrator

of Equal Education Program, Standing Rock Indian Reservation (1972-73)

and done fieldwork in folklore and linguistics with the Ami tribe in
Taiwan, China (summer, 1972). Her teaching experience includes three
years at St, Mary's High School (N.D., 1966-69) and a year at Mary College
(1969-70) . Ms. Jahner has written a Hidatsa Textbook and a Lakota Language
Textbook and published articles on ‘Navaho Images", and "Iro%?ois Rhythms”
in Book Forum. Her research in progress concerns cross-cultural approaches
to tribal education and folklore and the criticism of Native American
literature.

Course Proposal: Redesign oral literature course which presently concen-

trates on Plains cultures, particularly Omaha and Lakota.
Redesign format of graduate level course which "concen-
trates on the various modes of continuity that one can

perceive between the oral literary traditions of any one
group and the current literary efforts."

VICTOR MASAYESVA UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
Department of English Tucson, Arizona 85721

B.A., Princeton, 1976. Current Position: Graduate Student in English at
the University of Arizona on a Ford Foundation Fellowship. Mr. Masayesva

is working in the field of Amerind Oral Traditions and has already put
together a collection of stories and songs which has been central to his
work with the oral traditions of the Hopi. He writes, "My immediate concern
is to formulate an approach to Amerind literature which would emphasize

the oral nature of such presentations. This anticipates many problems,

but my goal is to establish this curriculum at a proposed high school

on our reservation, which solves some problems, viz., translation.”

Tribal affiliation: Hopi.

Course Proposal: Design course on the oral tradition using the materials
he has already gathered.

RAOUL J. MCKAY UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA
Department of Native Studies Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
R 3T 2N2

B.A., University of Manitoba, 1965; B.Ed., University of Manitoba, 1966;
M.A., University of Manitoba, 1972. Thesis: "A History of Indian Treaty n

Number Four and Government Policies in its Implementation.” Ph.D, Candidate,
University of Toronto. Current Position: Head of Department of Native Studies,



Raoul McKay cont.

University of Manitoba, 1975 to present. Previously, Mr. McKay was
Professor of Native Studies at Trent University (1972-75) and Lecturer
in History and Cross-Cultural Studies at Brandon University (1971-72).
He has also taught French and history in the Manitoba high schools
(1958-70) . He has been awarded the Canada Council Grant (1970),
Province of Manitoba Bursary (1970), and Ewart Travelling Scholarship
(1971,73) . Mr. McKay's research interests include history of the Metis
people of Canada, history of Indian treaties in Canada, and history
of native peoples in North America. Tribal affiliation: Metis.

Course Proposal: Redesign current offering in American Native Literature
with an eye toward generating model courses for use in
the public schools.

DELILAH ORR FORT LEWIS COLLEGE
Division of Cultural Studies Durango, Colorado 81301

B.A., Fort Lewis College, 1971; M.Ed., Harvard, 1975. Current Position:
Instructor/Counselor, Division of Cultural Studies, Fort Lewis College.
At Ft. Lewis, Ms. Orr teaches Honors Freshman Seminar (Differing Educa-
tional Practices as an Indication of Societal Values), Basic Composition,
and Literature of the Native Ameri!='.an. She has also taught at Navajo
Community College where she taught Native American literature and humani-
ties (1975-76). In 1974, Ms. Orr worked as a General Education Instructor
for the Navajo Division of Education in Window Rock. Prior to that,

she tutored American Indian students in the humanities at Ft. Lewis College
and also worked as a counselor with the OEO Indian Circle for the Institute
of American Indian Arts. Tribal affiliation: Navajo, Blacksheep Clan.

Course Proposal: Design course on Native American Literature: The
Creation and Trickster Stories. Course objective:
to explore the Creation and Trickster literature
of the Southwest, Northwest and Plains Indian tribes.
Develop resource materials in the cycle tales of the
Apache, Zuni, Hopi, and Navajo.

CHARLES E. ROBERTS CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of History Sacramento, California 95819

B.A., Fresno State College, 1962; M.A., University of Oregon, 1967; Ph.D.,
University of Oregon, 1975. Dissertation: "The Racial Attitudes of American
Best-selling Novelists, 1895-1915." Current Position: Associate Professor
of History and Native American Studies, 1976 to present. Mr. Roberts has
also taught at University of Oregon; as an Assistant Professor at Cal
State Sacramento (1970-76). He was awarded a Teaching Fellowship (1965-67)
and a NDEA Fellowship (1967-70) for his work at the University of Oregon.
At Cal State, he has taught Native American Experience, American Indian
Ethnohistory, United States-Indian Relations, Five Civilized Tribes, The
Indian in American Literature, and Biographies of Native American Leaders.
His primary research interests are Choctaw Political History, 1872-1972,
California Indian History 1848-1928, and Native American Literature, 1898-
1940. Tribal Affiliation: Choctaw.



KENNETH M. ROEMER UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-ARLINGTON

Graduate School Arlington, Texas 76019
Office of the Dean

B.A., Harvard, 1967; M.A., University of Pennsylvania, 1968; Ph.D.,
University of Pennsylvania, 1971. Dissertation: "America as Utopia,
1888-1900: New Vision, 0Old Dreams.” Current Position: Assistant Dean

of Graduate School, 1975 to present, and Associate Professor of English,
University of Texas at Arlington, 1971 to present. Mr. Roemer has published
The Obsolete Necessity: America in Utopian Writings - 1888-1900 (Kent
State Univ. Press, 1976) and the Facsimile Edition with introduction of
King Camp Gillette's The Human Drift (Delmar, NY: Scholars’ Facsimiles and
Reprints, 1976). His articles and bibliographies on Utopian literature
have been published in American Studies, Mississippi Quarterly, Journal
of American Studies Association of Texas, American Literary Realism, and
Extracts. Mr. Roemer has also written on Native American literature in
Journal of Ethnic Studies, College English, and Prism. He is recipient

of an Exxon Education Grant for 1977-78 to plan an experimental course
designed to encourage self-analysis: "Build Your Own Utopia." Mr. Roemer

has also been assistant editor of American Quarterly (1969-70), managing
editor of American Literary Realism (1972-present), and editor of Utopia
Discovered (1975-present).

Course Proposal: Redesign course on American Indian Literature.

LAVONNE RUOFF UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
Department of English CHICAGO CIRCLE
Chicago, Illinois 60680

B.S., Northwestern University, 1953; M.A., Northwestern, 1954; Ph.D.,
Northwestern) 1966. Dissertation: "Walter Savage Landor’s Imaginary Con-
versations: A Critical Edition of the First Eight Conversations in Volume
One.” Current Position: Associate Professor of English at University of
Illinois) Chicago Circle, 1966 to present. Prior to joining the faculty

at Illinois, Ms. Ruoff taught at Roosevelt University (1961-66). Her
publications include numerous articles and reviews on Landor and romanticism
in Bulletin of the John Ryland Library, The Wordsworth Circle, ADE Bulletin,
Arion, and Western Humanities Review. Her articles on Native American
literature have been published in ADE and Meeting Ground. Ms. Ruoff has
delivered papers on Native American poetry, "“Keres Sources for Leslie Silko's
Yellow Woman” and will this December present a paper on “Female Imagery
in James Welch’s Winter in the Blood” at the M.L.A. Annual Convention. She is
currently the bibliographer for the ASAIL Newsletter (Association for the
Study of American Indian Literatures) and will chair a session on "Syllabi
and Bibliographies in Contemporary Native American Literature” at the MLA
convention. At her college, she has chaired the Native American Program
Curriculum Committee and been instrumental in developing Native American
literature courses and supervising the only Native American Studies Curriculum
in the state of Illinois.

Course Proposal: Design Studies in the Oral Tradition of Native Americans.
Develop materials for dissemination to Indian educational
programs within the greater Chicago area.
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JAMES RUPPERT ) UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
Department of English Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131

B.A., State University of New York at Buffalo, 1970; M.A., Purdue University,
1972; Ph.D. Candidate, University of New Mexico. Dissertation: "Early
Translators of Native American Literature: Critical Evaluations of Henry

R. Schoolcraft and Mary Austin.”" Mr. Ruppert has been a Teaching Assistant
at the University of New Mexico {1972-76) and at Purdue (1970-72). His
critical research includes An Annotated Critical Bibliography of Works By
and About Translators of Navajo under consideration by Publications of the
Bibliographical Society of America. He has written and published poetry in
Spectrum, Rocky Mountain Review, The Mouth, Thunderbird, Sandscript: An
Anthology of New Mexico Poetry, La Confluencia, and Southwest: A Contemporary
Anthology, among others. His prose has been published in Dodeca and Puerto
del Sol. Mr. Ruppert is Director of the UNM Poetry Series.

Course Proposal: Develop a course that evaluates and explores the work

of a translator or a group of translators dealing with
the literature of a single tribe. "So many complex
aspects enter into any solid evaluation of a translation.
We need to know the translator's attitude toward the
language and the literature, his approach to translation,
his literary aesthetic, and equally important, other com-
parative ethnological material."

KATHLEEN SANDS ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY
Department of English Tempe, Arizona 85281

B.A., Fort Wright College, 1961; M.A., University of Arizona, 1974; Ph.D.,
University of Arizona, 1977. Dissertation: “The Autobiography of Refugio
Savala, Yaqui Poet." Ms. Sands has been a Teaching Assistant at the Univer-
sity of Arizona (1970-77) and will in the fall take a position as Assistant
Professor of Folklore and Native American Literature at Arizona State Univer-
sity. She has also taught at John Carroll University (1961-62) and at

Fort Wright College (1963-64). In 1969, she worked for CBS News as a Public
Relations Assistant for the Manned Space Shots at Cape Kennedy. She

reads and writes both Papago and Hopi and has done fieldwork on the Papago
Oral Narrative and Storytelling Techniques at the reservations in Sells

and San Xavier, Arizona. Ms. Sands has also translated "Four Hopi Lulla-
bies" which will be videotaped under a grant to the Department of English
at the University of Arizona to develop materials in the oral tradition.

She has delivered a paper on the lullabies at the Rocky Mountain MLA meeting.
Her publications include "The Mythic Initiation of Arthur Gordon Pym,”

Poe Studies, and Ethnological Source Study incorporated into Fig Tree

John: Fact and Fiction by Peter Beidler, as well as translations of poetry
in Sun Tracks.

Course Proposal: Design an interdisciplinary course that incorporates
humanistic approaches to American Indian Literature.
"I am primarily concerned with methods of demonstrating
to students the continuity of the oral tradition, its
themes, structure. techniques, and devices, in the con-
temporary literature of the American Indian."
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MICHAEL TAYLOR AMERICAN INDIAN DEVELOPMENT INC.
Executive Director 718 Corona St.
Denver, Colorado 80218

B.A., George Washington University, 1963; Graduate work at University of
Colorado and Colorado State University. Current Position: Assistant
Director/Data Collection for Denver Metropolitan Educational Opportunity
Center, 1974 to present; and Executive Director and Projects Director

of American Indian Development, 1971 to present. Mr. Taylor is also a
lecturer in Native American Studies at the University of Colorado at Denver
and Arapahoe Community College. He is a consultant to the Denver Museum of
Natural History (1974 to present). He has worked in the Denver Public
Library Right to Read Program (1974), as Deputy Director of the American
Technical Assistance Corporation (1972-73), as a lecturer in the Graduate
School of Social Work at the University of Denver (1972-73,74), as a
consultant to the Denver Commission on Community Relations (1971-72), and with
various educational organizations, consulting on Indian affairs. From
1959-63, Mr. Taylor was a Special Assistant for Mutual Broadcasting System,
and from 1954-62, he worked with the National Congress of American Indians
in Washington. He has done private consultant work with numerous groups,
including the Smithsonian, Federation of Rocky Mountain States and Federal
Bureau of Prisons. He has written and lectured on various aspects of
Native American Studies all over the world. Between 1947 and 1972, he was
active in amateur and semi-professional theater, radio and television.
Tribal affiliation: Oglala Sioux.

Course Proposal: Redesign course on Native American Literature and develop
materials, information, and techniques for dissemination
through a central data bank.

ANDREW O. WIGET UNIVERSITY OF UTAH
Department of English Salt Lake City, Utah 84112

B.A., John Carroll University, 1967; M.A., John Carroll University, 1973;

Ph.D., University of Utah, 1977. Dissertation: The Oral Literature of
Native North America: A Critical Anthology." Current Position: Research
Assistant, Navaho History Project, Center for the Study of the American
West. Mr. Wiget's responsibilities include systematizing and coordinating
the Navaho chantway myths to develop a traditional history for publication
by the Utah Navaho Development Council. In addition to teaching at the
University of Utah (1973-77), Mr. Wiget has also taught at St. Joseph
H.S. (1967-71). Nr. Wiget has written on "Form as Process in Folktale
Narration: The Relationship between Deep and Surface Structures" published
in Folklore Forum and published reviews in American Indian Quarterly and
Quarterly West. His essay on "Wonders of the Visible World: Changing Images
of the Wilderness in Indian Captivity Narratives" won the Walker Prize

in Western Literary Studies. He is also recipient of the Shennan B. Neff
Dissertation Fellowship (1976-77). He reads and writes classical Nahuatl.

Course Proposal: Redesign American Indian Literature (traditional and
contemporary) .




SEMINAR STAFF

PAULA GUNN ALLEN 420 Erbbe N.E.
Writer/critic Albuquerque, New Mexico 87123

B.A., University of Oregon-Eugene, 1966; M.F.A., Creative Writing (Poetry),
University of Oregon, 1968; Ph.D., University of New Mexico, 1975.
Dissertation: “Sipapu: A Cultural Perspective--Studies in American/American
Native cultural differences through analysis of literature and history."
Current Position: Free-lance consultant, writer, critic, poet, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, 1975 to present; Project Director, Summer Seminar on Native
American Literature, Flagstaff. From 1974 to 1976, Ms. Allen was Assistant
Professor and Director of Native American Studies at San Francisco State
University. She has also taught at the College of San Mateo (1974-76),

San Diego State University (1973-74), University of New Mexico (1972-73),
DeAnza Community College (1968-69), and University of Oregon (1967-63).
Between 1974 and 1976, she was the Third-World Consultant and Literary
Liaison for Poetry in the Schools, San Francisco State University. She
has also worked as a contributing editor to New America: A Review (1974-76)
and to Poet's Gallery (1974-75), and as assistant editor to Northwest
Review (1966-68). Her critical articles on Native American literature have
been published in Literature of the American Indians ed. Chapman, Connection
2, BAmerican Indian Culture and Research Journal, CCC Journal, and Problems

in Applied Educational Sociolinguistics: Readings on Language and Culture
Problems of United States Ethnic Groups (Chicago: Newbury House, 1973).

As a poet, Ms. Allen has published The Blind Lion (Berkeley: Throp Spring
Press, 1975). Her poems also appear in Four Indian Poets, ed. John Hilton
(Vermillion: Dakota Press, 1975), Shadow Country (Nova Scotia Dept. of Ed.,
Four Volume Series, ed. Priscilla Tyler: 1976), and Voices from Wah‘kon-tah.
She has also published poems in Pembroke Magazine, Dodeca, Poet’s Gallery,

New America: A Review, American Poetrv Review, Sun Tracks, Radix, Hyperion,

The Great Speckled Bird, among others. She has delivered numerous papers

and conducted seminars and workshops on Native American literature at conferes
at universities all over the country. She is a member of the MLA Commission
on Minority Groups and the Study of Language and Literature. Tribal
affiliation: Laguna/Sioux.

LAWRENCE J. EVERS UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
Department of English Tucson, Arizona 85721

B.A., University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 1968; M.A., University of Nebraska,

1969; Ph.D., University of Nebraska, 1972. Dissertation: "The Literature

of the Omaha." Current Position: Assistant Professor of English and Radio-
Television, University of Arizona, 1976 to present. From 1974 to 1976,

Mr. Evers was Assistant Professor of English and Anthropology at the University
of Arizona. He has also taught at the University of Colorado--Grand Junction
(1973-74), the University of Nebraska (1971-72), and as Director of the

Culture Program for cy Elementary School (Nebraska , 1970-71). 1In 1972-73,

Mr. vers was a NEH Fellow in Anthropology at the University of Chicago.

His reviews and articles on Native American literature have appeared in
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Prairie Schooner, ASAIL Newsletter, College English, CCC, American
Indian Quarterly, Western American Literature, Sun Tracks, and Indian
Folklore. He is on the Editorial Committee for Sun Tracks: An American
Indian Literary Magazine and contributing editor to American Indian
Quarterly. Mr. Evers has given numerous papers at national conferences
and will this year present a paper on "Continuities in American Indian
Verbal Art and Literature" and conduct a workshop on “Uses of the Media

in Teaching Native American Literature" at the MLA Annual Convention in
Chicago (December, 1977). He is recipient of a NEH Education Programs
grant (1976-78)to produce a series of videotaped instructional aids
in American Indian literature and to write a handbook for the series.

He has also received a University of Arizona Foundation Grant to film
American Indian authors (1975) and a matching grant from the Coordinating
Council of Literary Magazines and University of Arizona Foundation for
Sun Tracks.

DEXTER FISHER MODERN LANGUAGE ASSCOCIATION
62 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York 10011

B.A., San Diego State University, 1963; M.A., San Diego State University,
1969; Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate Center of City University of New York;
Dissertation: "The Last Song: A Study of Contemporary Native American

Women Writers." Current Position: Program Coordinator for the MLA Commission
on Minority Groups and the Study of Language and Literature, 1974 to present.
Prior to joining the staff at MLA, Ms. Fisher was an Assistant Professor

of English at Hostos Community College of CUNY (1970-74) and a Teaching
Assistant at San Diego State University (1967-69). She has led study groups
abroad to Spain (1970) and Mexico (1969) under the auspices of the School
for International Training and worked as a Public Health Volunteer in the
Peace Corps in Colombia (1965-67). Ms. Fisher is editor of Minority Lan-
guage and Literature: Retrospective and Perspective (MLA,1977) and has
published articles on Toomer, minority literature and interdisciplinary
approaches to remediation in CLA Journal, CEA Forum, and ADE Bulletin.

In her present position, she has coordinated NLA-NEH Summer Seminars on
"Minority Fiction in Schools and Colleges" (Yale, 1975), "Interfaces
between Minority and Conventional Poetry" (Stanford, 1975), "The Folk Tra-
dition: A Southern Ethnic Literature” (Univ. of Wisconsin, 1976), and “Urban
Ethnic Literature" (Univ. of Wisconsin, 1976).In addition, she has de-
livered papers, conducted workshops, and chaired sessions on minority
literature, James Baldwin, composition and literacy at various conferences.

JOHN ROUILLARD SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
American Indian Studies San Diego, California 92182

Forthcoming.



TERRY P. WILSON UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Native American Studies Berkeley, California 94720

B.A., Phillips University, 1963; M.A., University of Oklahoma, 1965;
Ph.D., Oklahoma State University, 1974. M.A. Thesis: "Panaceas for
Progress: Efforts to Educate the Southern Cheyennes and Arapahoes."
Dissertation: "Sylvan N. Goldman, Oklahoma Business Pioneer." Current
Position: Coordinator and Assistant Professor of Native American Studies
Program, U.C. Berkeley, 1975 to present. Prior to joining the faculty at
Berkeley, Mr. Wilson was Coordinator and Assistant Professor of Indian
Culture at Eastern Montana College (1974-75). He has also taught at
Oklahoma State University (1973-74), at Southwestern State University of
Oklahoma (1969-73), and at University of Oklahoma (1966-67). He has been
awarded the Oklahoma Heritage Association Research Grant (1972-74), the
Muriel H. Wright Heritage Endowment (1975) and a Faculty Development
Summer Research Grant (1975). His numerous articles and reviews on

Native American studies appear in The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Journal

of American History, Great Plains Journal, and American Indian Quarterly.
Mr. Wilson is on the Board of Directors for the Native American Scholarship
Fund (San Francisco), and on the Advisory Committee for the Native American
Social Work Program. In addition, he is contributing editor to the

Red River Valley Historical Review (Durant, Oklahoma) and on the Editorial
Advisory Board for the American Indian Quarterly (Ft. Worth, Texas.

tribal affiliation: Potawatomi.




ADDITIONS TO
ROSTER OF PARTICIPANTS

ELIZABETH COOK EASTERN WASHINGTON STATE COLLEGE
Department of English Cheney, Washington 99004
B.A., M.A., ABD, University of Nebraska, Lincoln. Dissertation: "Literary

Criticism of Four Poets: Youngher, Ortiz, Welch, and Momaday.” Current
Position: Assistant Professor of Literature and Humanities, Eastern
Washington State College. At EWSC, Ms. Cook teaches Native American Literature
with emphasis on Plains Literature. In the summer of 1975, she was awarded an
NEH Summer Fellowship for Study at Stanford University; that was followed by a
year's sabbatical leave awarded by EWSC. Her recent publications include
"Three" and "When You Talk of This," Prairie Schooner, Fall, 1976; "A Child's
Story," Pembroke Magazine #7, and Then Badger Said This (a collection of
creative materials written to put the mythological and historical knowledge
of Sioux experience in contemporary terms). She has also published critical
articles on Native American literature in The Indian Historian and CCCC
Journal. Tribal Affiliation: Sioux

JOHN ROUILLARD SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
American Indian Studies San Diego, California 92182

B.M.E., Northwestern University, 1952; M.M. (Music), Northwestern University,
1958. Current Position: Chairman and Associate Professor of American Indian
Studies, San Diego State University, 1972 to present. At SDSU, Mr. Rouillard
has developed and taught Native American literature, Survey of American
Indian Music American Indian History, and Roots and Tradition: Religious
Symbols Through Indian Art and Music. He has published "Contemporary Indian
Education” in The People Cabrillo Met, "The Tale of Iktomi and the Sheeo"
from a Dakota Indian legend and "A Tale of Senday" from a Kiowan Indian
legend in Spectrum of Music (Macmillan, 1974). His work-in-progress includes
"A Review of Indian Education and a Forecast for the Future" to be published
by the Center for the Study of Evaluations, UCLA, and "The Non-Indian's
Expectation of the Indian" to appear in the Smithsonian Institute's
Handbook of the American Indian. Mr. Rouillard is extremely active in pro-
fessional organizations, particularly CIEA, NIEA and NCAI, and has delivered
papers and participated in numerous conferences all over the country. He
has developed an educational television series on the Indian in American
History for use in the San Diego Community College Adult Education Program.
He is recipient of numerous grants to promote teacher-training and develop
poetry exchanges in American Indian literature. Tribal Affiliation: Sioux
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PRISCILLA ANN RUSSO SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
American Indian Studies San Diego, California 92182

A.A., Mt. San Antonio Community College, 1962; A.B., San Diego State University,
1973; M.A., San Diego State University, 1975; Ph.D. candidate, UCSD. Current
Position: Lecturer in American Indian Studies, SDSU, 1976-77. At SDSU,

Ms. Russo teaches American Indian history and American Indian literature.

Her other teaching experience includes four years as a Graduate Teaching
Assistant at SDSU and individual classes at Palomar College and Grossmont
Community College. She has been a participant in the Native American Teacher
Internship Project (1973-74) and is a member-of the California Indian
Education Association and American Studies Association. Ms. Russo has
published "The Time to Speak is Over: The Onset of the Sioux Uprising" in
Minnesota History (Fall, 1976) and has been a participant in a Public Broad-
casting Series entitled "Ocean: A Challenging Frontier” (1976). She has
also done an Interview and Reading on "American Indian Literature and the
Ocean."




Flagstaff Revisited: How Relevant is a 36-Year-Old Seminar?
MLA Convention, Boston, January 4, 2013
Kenneth Roemer
University of Texas at Arlington

OUT-OF-DATE & IMPLICATIONS
Canon Formation Limitations for Literature Written in English (see "Schedule")
Chronology and Genre

Focus on a Select Group of Contemporary Novelists and Poets; Momaday, Welch,
Silko, Ortiz, though there were readings by Harjo, Allen, Bush, Littlebird and others
(Jim included)

Implications: small number + contemporary+ won praise from established
institutions (e.g., Pulitzer, NY Times reviews):

m Facilitated the introduction of AIL in anthologies and courses,
especially after the 4/Q special issues on Winter in the Blood (4.2,
1978) and Ceremony (5.1, 1979), edited by a Flagstaff participant,
Kay Sands

m There's obviously still much work to do on these authors.

BUT

Could discourage study of works of other contemporary novelists
and poets and 18-, 19th. and early 20t-century novelists and
poets (e.g., complaints in American Literary Scholarship)

m Could discourage study of other genres, especially non-fiction

These shortcomings were made clear as early as 1978 in the publication of Jack
Marken's The American Indian and in 1981 in Littlefield and Parin's bio-
bibliographies of Native writers through 1924 and later in LaVonne's MLA American
Indian Literatures (1990), and in more recent work in intellectual traditions (e.g.,
Warrior's Tribal Secretes), and in earlier periods (e.g., Parker's recovery of 140 early
poets in Changing is Not Vanishing).

Regional Focus

Near the end of Allen's introduction to Studies in AIL (1983), where she lists the
tribal heritages of the participants (xiii), she gives the impression that the seminar
covered all major regions of the country except for the far West and NW. And itis
true that the course designs covered many regions. But in the discussions of written
and oral genres, there was a clear emphasis on the SW and W. The academic
affiliations of the participants reinforced this regional bias.



Implications:

B Sarne positive ones as above (facilitate 1 much work still to do)
B Opens possibilities to undercut stereotype about these regions,

BUT

which are frequently featured in popular media

B Could reinforce stereotypes: e.g., the only "real" Indians are in the

Wand SW

B Could discourage works in other regions

These shortcomings made clear in works especially by studies of the NE. e.g., Lisa
Brooks's The Common Pot and Margo Lukens, Siobhan Senier, the recent SA/L issue
on NE (24.3 Fall 2012); and the new journal Native South.

Lack of Recent Theoretical/ Transnational Orientations

B Flagstaff: primarily New Critical, Historical, Ethnographic,

Feminist critical perspectives; few, possibly none, of the
participants had been trained in the other critical approaches to
interpretation that became important in the late 1970s, 80's, and
90s.

Though an important participant came from Canada (McKay),
there was little of the type of comparative Indigenous studies (e.g.,
Chad Allen's Blood Narrative and Trans-Indigenous) or other types
of transnational approaches that are energizing new approaches
to Native literature studies (e.g., Huhndorfs Going Native and
Mapping the Americas and Jodi's The Transit of Empire).

Implications:

BUT

The limited approaches facilitate the introduction into 1970s
classrooms lead by faculty with backgrounds like the participants..
The Flagstaff approaches represented the types of "basic" work
that had to be done in an emerging filed.

These approaches probably minimized the possibilities of
inappropriate theoretical applications derived from models
designed to analyze non-Indian texts.

The limited approaches can make the works done at Flagstaff
seem old fashioned

The missed opportunities for interpretations that post colonial,
global, and comparative indigenous, etc., approaches could have
offered.



STILL RELEVANT & IMPLICATIONS

Importance of Oral Literatures (and using film to study the literatures)

Flagstaff texts emphasized: Night Chant, Radin's The Trickster, Evers

work on the Word & Place series: despite all the ethical and scholarly challenges of
teaching and writing about oral literatures (many of which were discussed at the
seminar), this is a obviously a crucial, and still under appreciated, aspect of NA
literary studies (see my SA/L article: 24.2 [ Summer 2012]).

Interdisciplinary/ Cultural Contexts and Continuity

BUT

B The Directors backgrounds: Literature, Art, Music, History
B Allen's introduction: warns against removing the text and it's

author from" the living web of people and traditions from which it
arose" (x1); "Associations that are highly significant in one culture
may be meaningless in another" (x); being aware of cultural
contexts can help us to understand texts "in terms that do not
distort it."

"Native American Literature: Principles and Practices" (distributed
during or soon there after Flagstaff?). Emphasized the importance
ofthe communities from which the literature originated, especially
oral literatures, and proclaimed "one must avoid at all costs the
dangerously easy evaluation of Native American literature,
especially oral traditions, by a facile application of European-
American aesthetic values which can only distort that inheritance."

Implications:

B David Treuer's warnings about turning fiction by Native authors

into works that gain their authority only by being read as
representations of their culture (e.g., Native American Fiction) or
as discussed in Flagstaff, turning the literature into sociology or
ethnography.

Could discourage the sophisticated and ethical applications (as
opposed to facile) of Euro-American theoretical orientations.

The important scholarly and ethical advantages stated by Allen
and the "Principles and Practices" document are still valid and
they included Indian and non-Indian contexts (e.g., Allen observes:
HMD Kiowa, Navajo, Pueblo AND urban pan-Indian cultures AND
the non-Indian modernists who influenced Momaday (x).
Possibilities for intersections of the Flagstaff approach with
Nationalist criticism (e.g., Weaver, Warrior, Womack's American



Indian Literary Nationalism) and with Culture Studies and New
Historicism

The Study of American Indian Literatures as a "Calling"

The underlying assumptions that stimulated many of the Flagstaft discussions and
writing: the tremendous amount of ignorance and misinformation about Indians
and the almost total lack of knowledge among academics about Indian literatures
called for a social justice mission to inform and "convert" academics, students, and

the general public.

Implications:

BUT

Could lead to types of biased interpretations that offer overly
favorable responses to works by Native authors or reverse
stereotyping

Could facilitate the formation of "insider missionary networks" -
the "Flagstaff Mafia" - that could discourage entry of scholars who
were not part of the Flagstaff Seminar.

Because of the impressive developments since 1977 (e.g., ASAIL's
growth, NAISA, NALS, listservs, archives, scholarship, anthologies,
courses, many new writers (ASAIL listserv 215t century writers),
very recent recognition: Erdrich Round House: Natl. Book Award+
NY Times Hardcover Best seller list (7 weeks); Alexie Blasphemy:
NY Times 10 Best Wks. of Fiction), there is much less ignorance
about Indians and Indian literature, therefore less need for the
1977 missionary zeal.

NAL is not the "new hot topic" it was in the late 1980s and 1990s
(see Evers's "Cycles" article); therefore there is a need to keep up
the pressure to teach/study it.

There is still an enormous information gap. Certainly there is still a
need to speak to, "compete with" Native literature specialists as
we climb the "academic totem pole" (Deloria's phrase). But there
is still a tremendous need to step outside our academic enclaves to
reach faculty members and students who don't specialize in NAL
or literature and reach significant segments of our non-academic
communities. This is important because if anything there has been
a backsliding of awareness and stereotyping during the last
decade (e.g., Native women as sex objects: Indian Country Today -
the No Doubt "Looking Hot" video; Jay Leno's guest, Dennis Miller,
ridicule of Sacheen Littlefeather; Victoria Secret Indian fashion
designs. Ata time when Amnesty International estimates that"1 in
3 Native women will be raped in her lifetime" Erdrich RH 319.)
We still need the spirit of a calling.



THE LEGACY OF THE 1977 MLA-NEH SEMINAR ON
AMERICAN INDIAN LITERATURE

A. LaVonne Brown Ruoff
1/4/2013

The MLA-NEH Seminar on American Indian Literature: Criticism and Curriculum
was a life-changing experience for most of those who attended. For the first time, Native
and Non-Native teachers and scholars gathered for two weeks of intense discussions of
American Indian literature. Many of us, including today's speakers, formed lasting
friendships. The information on tribal customs and world views that American Indian
scholars and writers shared was essential to our examinations of the literature. Important
as well was the fact that several non-Indian members previously had taught or worked with
Native people and their communities.

In the thirty-five years since the seminar, the former staff and alumni have included
college and university scholars of Native and Metis studies, an acclaimed scholar of
linguistics who directs a rhetoric program, a director of a state heritage center who is now a
specialist in the Khanty people of Siberia, two award-winning poets and a film maker, an
editor of Native art books, heads of both a Speech and an English Department, and a
former university president who is now a vice president of the American Council on
Education,

One major achievement of the seminar was the publication of Studies in American
Indian Literature: Critical Essays and Course Designs (1983), which Paula Gunn Allen
(Laguna/Metis) edited. The volume grew out our discussions of various literary works and
of the curricula we developed during the seminar. .Another was the subsequent
establishment within MLA of the Discussion Group (1977) and Division (1993) of American

Indian Literatures. In addition, the Association of Studies in American Indian Literatures



(ASAIL) was revived and its newsletter became Studies in American Indian Literatures
(SAIL). In Fall 1997, SAIL published the "Twentieth-Anniversary Issue on the Flagstaff
Conference on Native American Literature," with an introduction by Kathleen Mullen
Sands and essays by Gretchen Bataille, Elaine Jahner, Kenneth Roemer, and James
Ruppert. During the late seventies and eighties, many alumni of the Flagstaff seminar
served as officers in the Discussion Group and ASAIL. Since the seminar, alumni have
published many books on Native literatures. The following also taught NEH summer
institutes for high-school and community college teachers and seminars for college teachers
on American Indian literatures: Larry Evers (2), Kenneth Roemer (4), and I (4).

One issue we discussed in the seminar was how to describe the literature. We used
the term "literatures" to stress the many cultures of Native American represented in this
literatures. We generally settled on the term "Native American" rather than "American
Indian." John Rouillard (Santee Dakota), however, strongly argued against this. As a
former music educator, he knew the term was used in music to indicate "American."
Writers like Sherman Alexie and Susan Power have reclaimed the term "American Indian."
Most writers now use the name of their nations to describe their specific Native identities.

We spent considerable time deciding on the characteristics common to Native
literatures, which distinguished these from Euro-American literature. Among those we
selected were 1) emphasis on the belief in the power of word and thought; 2) harmony with
the physical and spiritual universe; 3) emphasis on the circle and directionality; 4) sense of
place and reverence for the land; and 5) communality or cooperativeness. Many critics have
used these criteria, which I incorporated into the "Backgrounds" section of my Introduction
to American Indian Literatures (1990).

As the amount of criticism of Native American literature increases, we must keep a

balance between ethnohistorical and critical approaches. To counter balance critical



analyses that ignored the ethnohistory of works by Native authors, critics of the seventies
and eighties, including me, over emphasized the history and culture of these works. In
"Native American Literatures Were Going There," I described how in my essay "Winter in
the Blood and the Female Principle," I linked James Welch's references to "ducks" to the
"Earth Diver" myth. Later, Welch, who had become a good friend, told me he had never
heard that story at the time he wrote this novel. Such is the problem of working with living
authors. Further, we cannot assume that Native authors all spent their childhoods

listening to their grandmothers telling ancient stories.

Time does not permit a full overview of the evolution of the critical studies of Native
American literatures. Here, however are some of the emerging critical stances. One of the
most influential critical texts has been Paula Gunn Allen's The Sacred Hoop: Recovering the
Feminine in American Indian Traditions (1986), which focuses attention on how
colonization has transformed and obscured Native, women-centered cultures. Kenneth
Lincoln, a speaker at the seminar, has authored several studies of American Indian
literature and humor. Jim Ruppert's Mediation in Contemporary Native American Fiction
(1995) examines how six Native writers draw on their bicultural heritage to guide readers
to an understanding of Native and non-Native worlds. Other influential critics include
Louis Owens (Choctaw/Cherokee), whose acclaimed Other Destinies: Understanding the
American Indian Novel (1992) traces in Native novelists their depiction of the protagonists'
search for self-discovery and cultural recovery. Gerald Vizenor (Ojibwe), the most prolific
Native author of fiction, emphasizes the principle of "survivance," which he defines, "the
continuation of stories'"; "an active sense of presence over absence, deracination, and

oblivion" ("Survivance" 1). He also stresses the significance of "mythic verism," which he

defines as "a critical concordance of narrative voices, and a narrative realism that is more



than mimesis or a measure of what is believed to be natural in the world" ("Trickster

Discourse" 190).

There is still division among critics as to what subjects American Indian Literature
should address. Elizabeth Cook-Lynn (Dakota), an alumna of the seminar, strongly
emphasizes the importance of Native sovereignty in works by Native authors. In her Why [
Can't Read Wallace Sterner and Other Essays: A Tribal Voice (1996), Cook-Lynn
chastises contemporary Native fiction writers: "The Unfortunate truth is that there are few
significant works being produced today by the currently popular American Indian fiction
writers which examine the meaningfulness of indigenous or tribal sovereignty in the
twenty-first century" (85). Critics like Jace Weaver (Cherokee), Craig Womack
(Muscogee/Cherokee), and Robert Warrior (Osage) take a nationalist stance in their
writings on literary theory in American Indian Literary Nationalism (2006). In the
"Preface," they state that "see a continuing need for more Native voices articulating literary
criticism and for better, clearer thinking about what links that literature to communities."
They argue that the "intellectual health of Native communities and the quality of critical
discourse that emerges alongside Native literature requires attention to the ways Native
scholars articulate and deploy the methods and parameters of a 'Native critical theory' or a

m

'Native American literary criticism"' (xxi).

Arnold Krupat suggests in Red Matters (2002) that "cosmopolitan perspectives on
Native American literatures read them in relation to other minority or subaltern literatures
elsewhere in the late-colonial or postcolonial world; cosmopolitan criticism must always in
some degree must be comparative" (19)]. Chad Allen's Blood Narrative: Indigenous Identity
in American Indian and Maori Literary and Activist Texts (2002) and Transindigenous:

Methodologies for Global, Native Literary Studies (2012) exemplify the combination of

Indigenist and cosmopolitan analyses of works by Native authors. Lee Schweninger, in



Listening to the Land.: Native American Literary Responses to the Landscape, takes an
ecological approach to Native writing. No doubt the twenty-first century will bring other
forms of criticism or some combination of the approaches described above.

Nevertheless, we cannot assume that people outside Native literary criticism will
understand or agree with the terms we use. One example of this problem occurred at a
seminar given by the D'Arcy McNickle Center for American Indian and Indigenous Studies.
The speaker, while analyzing LeAnne Howe's (Choctaw) Shell Shaker and The Miko
Kings: An Indian Baseball Story, cited Weaver's assertion that "the single thing that most
defines Indian literatures relates to this sense of community and commitment to it. It is
what I term "commutism." (That the People Might Live [1997] 43). In response, a
distinguished anthropologist dismissed Weaver's term as inaccurate and meaningless
because there was no sense of community among Indians.

As scholarly studies of world-wide, Indigenous literatures continue to grow, we need
to determine whether the criteria I described earlier are equally applicable to them. Also,
do we need to specify the explicit aspects of the literatures of individual groups, tribes, and

nations?

Although much has been achieved in the field in the last thirty-five years, much

more still needs to be done. Because of the great expansion of creative works and
scholarship in the field, we need a new book to replace my American Indian Literatures
(1990). This should provide historical backgrounds and bibliographic essays on major and
emerging Native authors. The Cambridge Companion to Native American Literature, edited
by Joy Porter and Kenneth Roemer, and Native American Writers of the United States,
volume 175 of'the Dictionary of Literary Biography, edited by Roemer, are essential

resources. We need as well a comprehensive, new anthology of American Indian literatures,



to replace the out-of-print Nothing But the Truth (2001), which John Purdy and

James Ruppert edited.

We also must recruit more American Indians into Native literatures as teachers,
scholars, and critics. In addition, we need to recruit more people from the field to be
nominees for important committees of ML A and other organizations. In addition, we must
spread the word about the literary achievements of Native people beyond the members of
DIAL, ASAIL, and the Symposium of Native American Literatures. | especially realized the
problems of achieving this when the Committee on the Literatures of People of Color in the
United States and Canada (CLPC) arranged a joint MLA session with the American
Literature Division. About eighty percent of the audience was teachers of American Indian
literatures. The Division of American Indian Literatures is now holding some joint sessions
with other divisions. Finally, scholars in the field need to do more NEH institutes and
seminars on Indian literatures. These programs are crucial in preparing teachers and
encouraging scholars in their research. I urge the audience to keep the momentum going in
the field and to develop new approaches to the analysis and teaching of these splendid

literatures.
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