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Dear Friends: 

Sorry that the list is slow in coming out. I have been travelling & I wanted to include this open letter with the 
list. 

First I have written to Norton, but I believe that it would be beneficial if as many of you wrote as possible. The 
pressures will be more obvious. I have also written to CCCC, NCTE, CEA, asking that our group be given 
space at their meetings and room on their programs. This should give more people an opportunity to find out 
about us and also some of us more opportunities to meet. There is an obvious need for organization, analysis, 
discovery. 

Second I would like to suggest that each of you, as well as any that you know who might wish to join our 
organization, might send a one page brief on yourself. What are you teaching, studying, etc.? What resource 
might you offer to the rest of us? Do you know of books, sources, bibliographies, we might use? Are you a 
specialist rather than an amateur? Are you an Indian, or can you suggest Indian teachers, writers, editors, that 
might help? So, if you can send in a brief indicating what you have to offer and what you want, it can help us to 
continue.  

Third I suggest that we draft Leslie Silko, Laguna Pueblo teacher, storyteller, poet, and Dr Larry Evers, post-
doctoral fellow in American Indian Studies at the University of Chicago, as vice-chairmen, and Wayne Franklin 
of Washington & Jefferson College (who is duplicating and mailing out these newsletters) as secretary. I hope 
that they will accept until we have our organizational meeting and election at next year's MLA. 

Meanwhile I suggest that we expand QUETZAL: A JOURNAL OF NATIVE AMERICAN ARTS to include an 
additional issue each year devoted to scholarship and reviews. Hopefully this extra issue paid for by the 
association or some other outside source. The regular three issues will concentrate on poetry early and 
contemporary, and in English and Indian languages), stories, some reviews, and art and brief articles 
appropriate to the journal written by American Indians. The new issue will he open to all scholars. The editorial 
board will remain essentially the same. Also I should like all of you thinking seriously of using QUETZAL in 
your classes next year, or in the summer, to order in advance so that we might run a larger printing. 

I shall look forward to hearing from you all. Your mini-biographies, bibliographies, questions, everything. If 
you wish to ask about certain texts or other books, please do so; and our newsletter will try to include replies, 
short reviews. 

Perhaps I will see some of you at the CCCC in April, if I make it. I hope to see all of you, and many more, at 
Chicago. I suggest that we ask for space for our association to provide time for larger matters and continue the 
seminar to focus on specifics. 

Several people at the seminar suggested that we ask for donations to help get through the first year. So, do what 
you will. If there is excessive money, we will use it for a party next MLA. 

Randall C. Ackley, Chairman 
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