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Since the publication of Scott Momadav's House Hade 2f Dawn in
an increasine number of works by Indian writers has Dbeen published which
eanfirn the continued vitality »f Indlan peoples. Jamwe Welch's Hinter in
the Blood, §iman Ortiz's Golng for the Raln, Leslle Silko's Ceremny, and

Dofeess » &% Lows &r\u-.ﬁ {11ustrate the richness

serald Vizenor's
ense of history, a

5F this Literature. Thase works are informed by & 8
knowledge of the Indians' blending with the land over thousands of years

contacts with allen cultures whose relations t3 the

and of their racent

land have been inimical and Aestructive.

em that these matters af Indlan endurance and change would

1t would =e
History and Llterature hoth arise

praperly be in the purview of historians.
from similar needs t2 Alstill and preserve human experience. At its best
histary can pravide a chronalaglical perspective that deepens our apprecia-
tion of how Indian communities and thelr literatures originated and were
given expression. Yot the study of indlan history has been serlously i;lnu.d.
Historians have tended to perceive Indians anlv in the cantext of the fron=
tier, where they are {mportant anly as thev Alrectly affect the expansion of
whites acrass the continent. Thelr works neglect trends and events |
that sccur away frox the line +f frontler advance and, as Teserva~
tions were created in the backwash of white settlement, almost completely

{gnore Indians in the 20th century. Much of this is understandable, since

{t becomes increasingly difficult to ldentify Indians win now comprise a rich

genetic mix and whose tribal status has baen dlsrupted in a perind when econ-

omic pressures and federal programs have compelled them to abandan the remer-

vations for employment in urban areas. Historlans have been relurtant, more-

over, to incorporate Indian points of view and testimony Into their studies

and have failad to understand the spiritual Aimension of Indian cultures and

behavior.

General surveys of Indlan history bast exemplify these fallings. Since

the dlfficulties of synthesizing four hundred or more tribal histories into

one text are virtually {nsurmountable, surveys concentrate on Indian and

Willia=m Hapan's

white relations as the most convenlent thematic approach.

Amsricen Indians (Chicagor University of Chicaso Fress, 1961) revised, 1979),
sviv. e a study of Amerlcan expansion which deplcts Indlans as prob-
lems to overcome. After briefly mentioning the precontact era, Hagan moves
tribes in and out of his narrative in keeping with thelr military and econ-
omie impact upon each stage 9f white settlement, Indians in the 20th century
are conspleutusly absent. The final chapter of his earlier edition ment Lons
only Ira Haves in the text and Includes a photograph of W. H. Keeler. His
revised edition cites Vine Peloria, Jry, and D'Arey McNickle, and discusses
Mad Bear Anderson, Russell Means, Dernls Banks, and the Amerlean Indian Move-
ment, agaln giving undue attention to the Aramatic. Angle Debo's A History
of the Indians of the Unlted States (Norman: University of m:ll'hol:a Press

1970
) suffers from similar defects. Huch 1ike Hagan, she gives scant atten

tlon ¢ = . T .
n t3 the pre—Colusblan years, before turning to Indian and white relatio
£ I tions

She presents a scenarle in which whites are paramount and Indians are victims.
This view s to be expected from an author whose sarlier works on the Choctaws,
The Rise and Fall of the Choctaw Republiec (Normant Unlversity of Oklahoma
Prass, 19%), on the Cresks, The Poad to Dlsappearance (Norman: Universltiy
of Oklahoma Press, 1941), and on the Five Civilized Tribes from the 18%0s to
the 19308, And Still the Waters Run (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1940), revesl her long-standing dismay with United States Indlan policy.

One of the most valuable aspects of her text is its incorporation of Indian
testimony, mostly garnered from her research on Oklahoma and her peracnal in-
volvement with Indian people over several decades. Nonetheless, Debo's his-
tory takes a traditional appraach with predictable results: Indlans are
important only as they respond to white initiatives.

Wilcomh Washburn's more recent survey, The Indian in America (New York:
Harper & Row, 1979. has an organization and perspective that reflect a wide
reading in ethnological sources. His narrative may ba seen in part as a
response to his earlier article, "A Moral History of Indian-Whits Relationss
Needs and Opportunities for Study," Ethnohlistory, IV (Hinter, 1957), pp.
47-61. To his eredit Washburn, realizing that historlans nesd a better under-
standing of Indlan cultures, emphasizes the nature and structure of Indian
societies prior to contact. Washburn ism reluctant, however, to glve credencs
to Indian perceptions about themselves. In his chapter on the "Origins of
the American Indians,” he asmerts that ths theory of Aslan origin "is now
about universally accepted.” It may be true that a number of Indlan scholars

accept th
ap is theory, but most Indlan peaples have different ideas about thalr




origins. Whether or not Indianz emigrated from Asia, their behavior cannot
be understood without comprehension of thelr creation beliefs. In hies chapter
on Indian personality Washburn quotes the Reverend Frederick A. Rauch, Father
La Jeune, and the Moravien missionary John Heckewelder to support his ldeas
about the Indians® relatisn to nature. Descriptions of Indians made in the
late 18th and early 1%th centurles, especlally by persons interested in their
conversion, do not establish Indian characteristics as they existed before
the advent of Buropeans. At the least Washburn's ideas cotld be hetter sup-
ported by citing the views of Indlans themselves. In his final chapter,

“The Indlan in Search of Identlity,” Washburn considers the asplrations repre-
sented by the American Indlan Hovemant as untenable. By connecting AIM's
“radicalism” with expressions of traditional bellef, he dismisses both as ro-
mantic responses to the overvhelming pressure of the larger society. It
seens clear that what Washburn esarlier define as moral history is in fact &
kind of colonlal and proprietary pose that avoids a deeper understanding of
continuities within Indlan existence.

When one turns to the work of a historian of Indlan descent, the contrast
is obvious. D'Arcy McNickle, a member of the Flathead tribe, whose novel,
The Surrounded (1936), 1s a sensitlive evocation of his people in the 1920s,
has 1o{t. a number of works, beginning with They Came Here First (Phlllrhlph.lll
J. B. Lippincott, 19495 revised, New York: Octagon Books, 1975), and continu-

ing through Indisns & Other Americans, with Harold Fey (New Yorks Harper &

Row, 1959), The Indian Tribes of the United States (Londonr Oxford Universi-

ty Press, 1962), and Native American Tribalism (Londons Oxford University

Press, 1973), that are graceful summaries of Indlan history. His books are

not detailed histories and much is neglected, but they are especlally informa-
tive on the impact of federal pollcy on Indlan peoples in the 20th century and
attest to the survival of the Indlans® spirit. McNickle's approach to Indian

1ifa i® best expressed in hiz words, "With their singing volces thay becalmed

the vilderness.”

The study of Indlan history i= now Ln a state of renascence, yet 1t is ac-
companied by a considerabls amount of methodological and philosophical disar-
ray. One of the forces engendering these ciuanges has been a movement Into the
fleld by anthropologista. In the 19th century anthropologists were primarily
interested in Fitting Indian tribes into a meneral evolutionary framework of

human sacleties and were less concerned with detalled analvses of culture.

7or lnstance, Lewls Henry “organ's Anclent Society (New York: henre Hol k.

1877), defined mankind as procesding in seven stages from savagery to eivili-
zatlon and perceived private property as the primary impetus to progress.
Indlan tribes were assigned to positions of either himher savagery or lower
barbarism. At the end of the century Fran: Boas led a movement away from
this evolutionary spproach by ewphasizing a concept of cultural relativism
and by advocatlng an intensive study of native cultures. Such works as James
Mooney's “The Ghost-Dance Religlon and Sioux Outbreak of 1890," Part 2, Four-

tesnth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology (Washington, D. C.1

Government Printing Office, 1896), his "Calendar History of the Kiowa Indi-

ans,” Part I, Seventeenth Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology

(Washington, N. C.1 Government Printing Office, 1898}, Alexandar Lesser's
{mpressive study, Tha Fawnee Ghost Dance Hand Gamer Shost Dance Revival and

Ethnic [dentity (New Yorks Columbia University Press, 1%33), and John R.

Swanton's “Source Materlal for the Soclal and Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw

Indlans," Bulletin 103, Bureau of American Ethnology (Washington, D. Cu1 Sov-

ernment Printing Office, 1931), stressed the importance of collecting and in-
terpreting historical documents.

Only in the past two decades, howavar, has anthropology as a discipline
given emphasis to the historical approach in the study of Indian societiess
As older penerations of Indians died, anthropologists shifted thelr attention
to modern Indian communities. In the 1%40a and 13502 they bepan to focus on
such phenomena as the impact of returning war veterans and the emipgration of
Indiane to urban areas. Just as government programs in these years falled
to integrate Indians into the larger soclety, anthropologlists found that thelir
theories of acculturation could not explain the survival of core Indian be-
havioral and rellgious patterns. Theyr were thus Araun to historical sources
to explain the sequentlial adaptations of Indlan communities to outside and
internal pressures.

Anthropologists have long been Interested in comparative descriptions
aof Indlan cultures. Thelr most common method has been to Adescribe North Amer-
fica in terms of nine or ten cultural areas. This approach was pioneered by
Clark Wissler's The American Indian (New York: Douglas C. McMurtrle, 1917)
and developad by A. L. Kroeber's "Cultural and Natural Areas of Natlve North

America,” Unlversity of California Publications in American Archaeology and

Ethnology, XXXVIII (Berkelert University of Callfornia Press, 1939). A use-

ful summary s found in Harold E. Priver and Willlam C. Mamsey, "Comparative




Sacletv, YLVII, Part 2 (Philadelphiat American Philosophical Soclety, 1957).
The authors endeavor with a great dsal of success to correlate various aspects
of Indlan subsistence, material culture, economics, and soclal organization.
This work should ba supplemented by Driver and James L. Cofflin, "A Classiflca-
tion and Developmant of North American Indian Culturess A Statistical Ansly-
sis of the Nriver-Hassey Sample,” Transactions of the American Fhilosophieal
Spclety, LXV, Part 3 (Philadelphias American Phllosophical Soclety, 1975),
which presents the results of prograsming cultural tralts on a computer.

Both works provide a necessary corrective agalnst hasty generalizations about
"the American Indlan.”

One of the major drawbacka of the cultural area approach ls lts bendency
to minimize the dynamics of cultural change and t3 perpetuate static descrip-
tions even as momentous events take place and major changes in the environment
occur. Anthropologists have addressed this problem by incorporating histori-
cal data into thelr recent introductory texts. Harold E. Driver's Indians

© Morth pAmerica (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961) revised, 1970)
is the best comparative study of native cultures. In his revision Driver haa
deleted hism final chapter and appended five new ones devoted to Indian histo-
Ty. Since his history im not blended with his ethnographic materials, these
chapters are only partlally successful. Hendell H. Oswalt's This Land Was
Thelrs (New Yorks John Wiley & Soms, 19661 revised, 1973) provides a gener-
al analysis of Indlan history in introductory and closing chapters and pre-
sants ethnographic and historical data in chapters that deal with a represen-

tative tribe within each cultural area. His discussion of the Eskimo, based

largely on his own fleld work, and his summary of Mesquakie relations with
whites in the 19th century, are particularly valuable; but his history over-
all does 1ittle more than serve as scaffolding for his descriptions of tribal
cultures. Eleanor Burke Leacock’s and Kancy 0. Lurie's Morth American Indians
in Historicel Perspective (New Yorkt Random Houss, 1971) has chapters on cul-
tural areas or representative tribes written by speclalists. Leacock provides
an Introduction, and Lurie concludes with an analysis of the contemporary In-
disn situation. The essays by Willlam Fenton on the Itoquois, James Downs on
Celifornis, and William Sturtevant on the Seminoles exhibit the most careful
use of history. Fenton perecelves Irogquolis history in Iplrliual dimgnsion,

marking its major ph by Deganawidah's f Aing of the Longhouse and by

liandsome Lake's prophecies at the end of the 17th century. Downs describes

the crushing impact of whites upon California Indlans, whose experience ham

largely besn overlooked by historians. Sturtevant analyzes °
‘= the metamorphosis of Creeks and other refumees into the modern Seminole
people. D'Arey Mchickle thoughtfully weflects on the peuvpling of America as
a series of ecologleal adaptations to the land, MWithin great diversity, he
sugmests, there existed an underlylng homogenwity of attitude and practlce.
The essays by Lurle and the late Pueblo anthropologist, Bdward Dozler, are
the most disappainting, only because thelr previous works have been Invarlab-
1y rogent. Dozier merely summarizes the cultural histery »f the Southwest,
while Lurie explains the actions of contemporary Indians as “articulatory
movemanta” that are maneuvering to malntain a separate ldentity and a decent
level of sxistencs within s larger soclety whose presence cannot be eacaped
and might even be necassary.

Twe of the most impressive books written by anthropologists are Charles
Hudann's The Sputheastern Indlans (Hashvillet Unlversity of Tennezsee Fress,
1976) and Biward Splcer’s Cycles of Conguest: The Impact of Spain, Mexieo,

and the United States on the Indians of the Socuthwest, 1533-1960 (Tuesont

Unlversity of Arizona Press, 1962). Hudson's chapter on the "Belief System”
vividly deplicts the spiritual cosmos of Southeastern Indians and lays tha
foundation for his dliscussion of econamiec and political ormanlization and

for his treatment of Indlan and white relations. Hudson relies heavily on
Cherokes and Creek materials and thus draws conclusions on religlon and polit-
teal developments that may not apply to other tribes. His final chapter out-
1ines Southern Indlan history from the Deloto expedition to the 1970s. Thelr
conquest was expedited by spldemic diseases, Hudson makes clear, and was as-
sured by their Inabllity to cope with the azeressive and technoleglcal nature
of American society. Splrer, despite his convoluted format, succesafully
traces the enclavemsnt of Soutiwestern peoples whose cultures were preserved
largely by exceptional tribal cohesion and an isolation that made thelr lands
and resources less desirable to whites. His analysis of Spanish misslonary
activity and Indian responses {8 especlally perceptiva, At the time when Spi-
rer was writing this book, it appeared that tribes In the United States were

poverless o withstand federal termlnation of thelr independence. C quant-

1y his writing s imbued with a certaln desree of pessimism about the survi-
val of Indian communities.
A number of recent books Indicate that anthropologlsts have reached a

new level of sophisticatlon in the use of historical materials. Anthony F. C.



itallace's The Death and Rebirth of the Senecar The Hisiory and Culturs of the

A. Enopf, 1970) ls a superb blending of history, anthropology, and psychology.
Wallace focuses on the late colonial and early resarvatlion history of the Sene-
ca and on the emergence of Handsome Lake, whoss vislons In 1799 and 1800 led
to rellgious changes that have persisted to the present. He ably describes
the culture and religlon of the Iroquois as it existed In the sbulllence of
thelir power and of thelr subsequent defeat and demoralization in the American
Revolutien, The Old Way of Handsome Lake, by shaping traditional bellefs to
contemporary realltles, permitted the Senera to accommodate the overwhelming
presence of whites. What was revolutlonary in the prophat's day is now a
desply eatrenched tradition and adherence to it s an expression of strongly-
falt ldentification with one’s own people. .Joseph Jorgensen's The Sun Dance
Religion: Power for the Powerless (Chicagor Unlversity of Chicago Press,
1972), is another example of the skillful handling of ethnohlstory. Origlinal-
iy a religlop of the northern Plains, the Sun Dance was adapted by the Utes
and Shoshonss Ln the misery of the late 1%th century and perslsted in the face

of continued misery and suffering. By adapting the 3Sun Dance to thelr own

nesds, these tribes have estsblished & coherent sense of identity and integ-~

rity that permits them to survive the vagaries of a doainant metropsllitan
econoulc and political system that has relesated them to a nescolonial status
and ruthlessly exploits their resources.

Another important change in the study of Indlan history le a reneved in-

terest in demography. Prior to 1966 the accepted estimate of North Amerlican
Indlan populatiosn at the time of contact was between 1,000,000 and 1,200,000.

A+ L. Krowber, for example, estimated the population north of the Rio Grande
at 1,025,950, which constituted he thought about 10T of the hemlspheric popu-
lation. In 1966 Henry L. Dobyns published an article, “Estimating Aboriginal
American Population,” Current pnthropology, VII (October, 1966), pp. 395-416,
which held that Kroebar and others had not taken into sufficlent account the
impact of epidemic diseases. Dobyns, by deternining the demographic nadir of
Indian tribes or reglons end establishing a depopulation ratic that took into
consideration the effect of diseases, estimated that the population of Morth
America in 1492 was between 9,800,000 and 12,250,000, and the hemispheric pop-
ulation vas between 90,000,000 and 120,000,000. His totals found support in

the investigations of Sherburne Cook and Woodrow Borah for Mexlco and the Caclib<

bean, Essays in Population History (Berkeleyr University of California Fress,

1974). Cook, whose research in blohistory soes back to the 1910s, has also

made an analysis of The Population of the Californta Indians, 1769-1970 (Bar-
keleyi Univeraity of california Press, 1976). Dobyns’ estimates and metho-
Aology have bean hotly debated. Willlam M. Denavan's ecollection of articles,
The Native Population of the Amoricas in 1492 (Madison: University of Wis-
consin Press, 1976); reveals the contours of this debate. If Pobyni? esti-
mates ars approximately eorrect, historlans cannot so sasily present the

Suropean conquest of America as a relatively guiet expansion into sparssly

settléd lands, and much greater attention must be miven to tha impact of dls-

eane upon Indian spiritual systema.

Derographle and biologleal changes are central themes of Alfred W. Crosby"s
ihe Columblan Exchanges Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 (Westport,
Connecticutt Greenwood Press, 1972) and Calvin HMartia's Kespers of tha Camei
Indlan-Animal Relationships and the Fur Trade (Berkeley: University of Callfor-
nia Praess, 1978). Croaby places the European {nvasion of tha Americas in blo-
logical perapective 23 a complex {nteraction of Kew and 014 Horld scosystems.
Although this book is not specifically Indian history, it ia tich in implica-
tions for the understanding of the effects on Indiana of Eurcpean and Afrlcan
flora, fauna, and mlcrobes. Martin develops a provocative thesis that challen-
ges the traditlonal explanation of the Indians' willingness to exploit fur-
besting snimals as a desire for the material goods obtalned through European
trade. Inotesd, he strasses the importance of spiritual Factors in the hunters'
relationship to animals. Prior to the coming of whites, Indlans beliaved that
all aspacts of natuce were anlmated and infused with pover. Their relation to
animals was ong of mutual respect, affirmed through rltual and taboo. Indlans
dld not abuse animals because thelr keepers (the spirits) would retalliate IF
man killed too many or was irreverant, HKith the onset of Aevastating diseases
which thair shamans could not cure, many Indians came to belleve that the mu-
tual rontract between man and animala had broken down and that the animals were
engaged In a conspiracy to ki1l Indlans. They took the occaslon of the fur
trade to embark on what Martin describes as a holy war of revenge agalnst the
beaver snd other animals.

Historisns have shown s sreater concern for Indlan hlatory over the past
decade. Huch of this Interest reflects the soclial and pslitical atmosphere of

the late 19608 and early 19708 and an impulss to use Indian experlences as a




measure of ths American commitment to soclal justice. Ona of the most impor-
tant books Ln recent years ls Francls Jennings' The Invasion of Americar In-
-1_1-._11'1, Colonialism, and the Cant of Cngguut {Chapel Hills Univeraity of
borth Carolina Press, 1975), & compelling analvsis of Puritan and Indian re-
lations that has bewen sharply criticized for its presentism. [t is divided
inte two sections, one a superb ethnographlc Aeseription of Alsonklan soclety
and of the Puritan rationale for conquest, and the second a atudy of English
expansion from the 16208 to 1677. Intent on explicating the ldeclogy that al-
lowad Christians to engage in genoclide, Jennings unfortunatelv allows Indlans
to fade into the backsround of his narrative.

Historians have been especially drawn to the study of United Statea Indian

policy. HRonald N. Satz's Amecican Indian Policy In the Jacksonlen Era (Lin-

colny University of Nebraska Press, 1975) treats the 18308 and 184013, whan

23t eastern tribes were removed with disastrous consequences to Kannas, Kebras-
ka, and Oklahoma. Thelr emigration in turn had ramificatlions for the tribas
indigenous to the Plalns. Satz provides an Invaluable study of federal policy
and of the development of the Offlce of Indian Affalrs. FRobert A. Trennart's

Alternative to Extinction: Federal Indlan Policy and tiw Beglnnings of the

ervation Svetem, 18456-51 (Philadelphiar Temple University Prass, 1973),

takes up the story where Sztz leaves off and holde that the Maxican Cession

and the Amecican advance to the Faclfic compelled the United States to alter
its traditional polley of removal and displacement of Indlans to one of con-
centrating them on reservations where federal offlcials could directly super-
vise thelr “civillzation.” 1In The Bnd of Indian Kansas A Study of Cultural

Revolution, 1854-1871 (Lawrencev The Regents Press of Kansas, 1978), H. Cralg

Miner and Willlam E. Unrau describe the intimidation and removal of Indians
from Kansas to Oklahoma, while millions of acres passed into the rapacious
hands of an Indien Ring composed of sundry federal agenta, militarv officers,
territorial and state officials, rallroad executives, businessmen, and attor-
nevs. An especlally reveallng chapter on "The Sovaernment Chief” demonstrates
how tribal leaders were selected and malntalned by the governsent n order to

insure their complicity.
After the Civil War the United 3Jtatas Lntensified pressure upon Indlans

to accept programa leading to thelir ultimate absorption. FRobert Winston Har-
dock's The Reformers and the American Indians {Columbiat University of Mis-

sourt Press, 1971), perceives United 3States policy arising from a debate be-

tvean Eaxtern reformers who vers oarer %o assizilate Indlans and frontiersman

who proposed to exterminate them. The reformers were highly effective In shap-
ing President Grani's peace policy and in pushing the General Allotment Act of

1887, Francls Paul Prucha's American Indian Folicy in Crisis: Christian Re-

formers and the Indian, 1865-1900 (Normani University of Oklahoma Press, 1976)
is 2 more sophisticated analysis of the same materials., Prucha sees the Indian
rafor= movement ms one aspect of a general Protestant crusade whose goals were
tmbued with a notion of cultural and tellgious superiority and wvere intended

to ohiiterats Indlan culture and pstsonallty. Prucha concludes with a chapier
on Indlan Territory, whoss liguidation was encouramed by Christian reformers

who brooked no opposition and eould tolerate no Indian enclave. H. Craig Miner's
The Corporation and the Indlan: Tribal Sovereisnty and Industrial Clvilization

in Indian Territory, 1865-1907 (Colusbias Unlversity of Migsourl Press, 1976)

presents s tangled skeln of corporate manlpulation and Indlan reslatance and

eopperation that led to the absorption of the Five Clvillzed Tribes into the
state of Uklahoma, Miner 1s able to portray such leaders as E. C. foutinot
and Dennis W. Bushvhead of the Cherokees as vital human heings, struggling to
control the world that was being created arcund them.

A number of works acre concerned with Indian pelicy inthe 20th century.
bazel Hertzbers's The Search for an American Indlan Identityi Hodern Pan-Indlan
Movements (Svracuset Syracuse Univermity Press, 1971) concentrates on the So-
clety of American Indians (SAI), founded in 1911 to promote such goals as educa-
tion, reform of the Office of Indlan Affairs, and American citizenship. Among
{+s wmambers ware Charles Eastman, Carlos Montezuma, Arthur Farker, Henry Roe
Cloud, Charles Carter, and Gertrude Bonnin, all of whom are worthy of blograph-
ical treatment. The SAI functlioned most effectively before World War [ and
then Aeteariorated whan its members could not form a consensus oOn such imsues
a3 pevotism, the Immediate abelition of the Bureau, and the rale of Indiana
in the war. Hertzbere's attempts to trace pan-Indian movements after the

19208 is less successful. Kenneth R. Philp's John Colller's Crusade for

Indian Reform 1920-1954 (Tucsont University of Arizona Fress, 1977) is the
first full-lenpth study of Roosevelt's Commissloner of Indlan Affalrs. Col-

tier's most important lnnovation was the Indlan Reorganization Act of 1934,
whieh established the structure of modern reservation governmencs. Philp's

work is invaluable, but much mors rmeds to be known about the administration
of hew Dsal programs on the reservations and abaut the actions of tribal aov-
ernments chartered under provislons of the IRA. Margacet 3zasz's Bducation

and the American Indlant The Road to Self-Determinatiosn 1928-1973 (Albuguer-

quet niveraity of New Maxlco Prems, 1974) als> dgals with an wlghly {=portant




but greatly neslected toplc. Szasz's svaluation of federal educational ef-
forts in the 1930s iz excellent, but her focua is less sharp for the years
after World War I1. She clearly shows that matters of Indlan cultural change

and survival are intimately tled to educatlon.
Historians have also glven more attention to Indian biographies. Thurman

Wilkins® Cherokes Tragedyt The Story of the Rldge Family and the Decimation
of a People (New Yorki Macmlllan, 1970) Ls a sympathetic study of Major Ridee
and hls ®5n John, whose doubts ahout the Cherokees’ ablliity to remaln in Geor-
gla led them to promote the removal treaty of 1835. Both vere assassinated

in 1839. wWillkins ralses important questione about Cherokee politles and tri-
bal patristism and about United 3tates duplicity. Garv E. Moulton's John
Rosst Cherokee Chlef (Athenst University of Secrmia Press, 1978) iz the
first adeguate blography of this major tribal leadsr, whose policles from

1827 to 1866 werw shaped by crises engendered by federal actions and rooted

in Cherokee factional Aisputes. W. Navid Balrd's Peter Fitchlynnt Chief of
the Choctasws (Normani University of Oklahoma Press, 1972) brings to light

the acco=plishments of an educator, diplomat, and prinelpal chief, whose ca-
reer paralleled the troubled course af his penple from the 1820s to the

187Na and whose ldealism and pecuniary interests were lnextricably entwined.
balrd's discussion of Choctaw fiscal matters is especially valuable. William
He Armstronz's Warrior in Two Camps: Ely S. Parker, Union General and Seneca
Chief (Syracuse, K. Y.t Syracuse University Press, 1978) concentrates on Par-
ker's roles as General Grant's military secretary and as frant’s first Commis-
mioner of Indlan Affaira. Charged with corruption by the Board of Indian

Comminsloners, Parker resigned from offlce even though he had been exonerated
by a Senate investigating committee. Armstrong is less successful in prasent-
ing Farker's role as a Seneca sachem, Norma Kiddq Sreen's Iron Eye's Family:
The Children of Joseph La Flesche (Lincoln, hebraskar Johnsen Publishing Com-
panv, 1969) describes a remarkable Omaha family whose indlvidual careers as
teacher, reformer, physiclan, and ethnoloaist illustrate the ALfficulties of
maintaining an Indlan ldentity In a perlod of great mssimilatizsnist pressure.
The decisions of the Father, Joseph La Flesche, as tribal chief were crucial
In bringlng absut Omaha coaperatisn with misslonarles and federal agents in

the 1B50s and after. His son Francls has left a senaitive mensir of his early

arhooling, The Middle Fiver Indlan Schoolboys af the OUmaha Tribe (Reprint edi-

tion, Madisont Unlversity of Wisconsin Press, 1963). James C. Dlzon's Red

Cloud and the 3lpux Prob’

am (Lincolnt  University of hebraska Fream, 1965) fo-

tuses on i =ajor fNelzla leader, who signed the Llapsctant

Laramis Treaty

1868 and attempted thereafter to mediate between federal officlals and those
among hiz people who were dissatisfled with reservation 1ife. Olson’s analysis
of Red Cloud's interpretation and adherence of the 1868 treaty s exemplary.
Angle Neho’s Geronimos The Man, His Time, Hlas Flaca (Normans University of
Oklahoma Press, 1976) carefully chronicles this fawus Chiricahua's relatlons
with Mexicans and Americans and extensively treats his years in exile, 1886

to 1909. Her work suffers, however, because she does not adequately compre-
hend Apache tellgisn and culture.

A number of tribal histories written in the past two decades have bDeen
based solidly in archival ressarch and reveal a mire careful reading of docu-
ments created initially and almmat entlirely bv whites. Some of the most valua-
ble tribal studles

include Willias T. Hagan's The Sac and Fox Indians (Norman) University of
klahoma Prass, 1958), Arrel M. Sibson's The Kickapoosi Lords of the Hiddle

Bordsr (Mormant University of Oklahoma Press, 1963), Sibson‘s The Chickasavs

(Mormani  University of Dklahoma Press, 1971), Willlam E. Unrau's The Kansa
Indianss A History of the Wind People, 1673-1873 (Normani Unlversity of Okla-

homa Press, 1971), John Fahey's The Flathead Indlans (Normant University of

Oklahoma Press, 1974), and R. David Bimunds® The Potawatomist Keepers of the
Firs (hormani Univarsity of Oklahoma Fress, 1978)., Despite their lndlividual
virtues, sll of these works concentrats on Indlan and white relations from
initial contacts to the establishment of a tribal resarvatlion or to the imple-
mentation of severalty. For example, Hagan euphazizes the histories of the
Sac and Fox tribes from 1804, when they signed treaties with Governor Harrison,
to 1834, whan they resisted removal under Black Hawkj Edmunds superhly dlscus-
ses Potauatomi and French relatlons from 1642 to 1760 and eoncludes with thelr
removal to Kansas and Iowa In 18405 and Fahey presents & tribal history that
ends with Charlot's resistance to removal in the 1890= and = with land allot-
ment in 1906,

Several recent books on Indlan tribes desl with 20th century conditlons
in conslderable detail. Roy M. Meyer's Hlstory of the Santee Siouxt United
States Indian Policy on Trial (Lincolns Unlversity of Hebraska Press, 1967)
traces Santee history from the 1660s to the 1960s and is especially useful
for ita discussion of Santee communities now present in South Pakota, borth

Dakota, and hebraska and of small groups in Minnesota who escaped evictioen

after the war of 1862, MHeyer's The Village Indians of the Upper Missouris

The Handan, Hidatsa, and Arlkaraz (Lincolnt University of Nebraska Press,




1977) is the first major historical study of these affiliated tribes and de-

votes four chapters to the 20th century. His discussion of the smallpox epi-
demic of 1837 and of the construction of the Carrison Dam in the 19408, which
forced the relocation of these pecple and requirted two decades of recovery,
are especlally polgnant. Patricia K. Ourada's The Menomines Indlans: A His-
tory (Mormani University of Oklahoma Fress, 1979) describes the experiences
of thls Wisconsin tribe from first Buropean contact to the 19708. Under tha
leadership of Chief Oshkosh the Mencmines had avoided removal, but in the
19508 thelr reservation was terminated. Responding to tribal activiem the
Unlted States in the Restoration Act of 1973 again placed the Menominee under
federal trust. C. Sregory Crampton's The Zunis of Cibola (Salt Lake Citys
University of Utah Press, 1977) outlines 400 years of Zuni history as a serles
of clashes and visltations by whites, despite hls atlempt to project a Zuni
polnt of view., Crampton rellea heavily on secondary sources and is unable to
overcome the limitations of his research. kls treatment of the Zunies sfter
the 1930s iz especially cursery. William T. Hagan's United Statss-Comanche

Relations: The Reservation Years (Mew Haven: Yale Univeraity Prass, 1976)

and Donald J. Berthrong's The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeals Heservation and

Agency Life in the Indian Territory, 1875-1907 (Morman: University of Okla-

hona Press, 1976) are impressive studlies of the early reservation histories
of these =t tribes of the southern Plains. Berthrong's book supplements
his earlier work, Tha Southern Cheyennes (Sorman: University of Oklahoma
Fress, 1961), that deals with the two centuries prior te the subjugation of
the tribe in 1875. BothlkgmsdBerthrong illuminate the debilitating pressures
of reservation existence and assimilationist polley. Berthrong is more aware
of Indlan perspectives and incorporates more Indian testimony. Donald L. Bar-
man's The Kavaios and the New Deal (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1975)
analyzaw the administration of federal programs on the Nava jo ressrvation in
the 19308 and early 1%40s. He skillfully portrays Navajo resistance to soll
conservation, stock reduction, and the Indlan Reorganization Act, and reveals
the factional disputes that centered on J. C. Morgan's attempts to use Mavajo
apprehensions to further his own polltical objectives.

Ferhaps the wost significant trend in recent years has been the publica-
tion of tribal histories produced by thas tribes themselves, usually funded and
sponsored by non-Indian organlzations. The Center for the Study of the Ameri-

can West at the Unlversity of Utah has assisted in the Aevelopment of several

tribal histories, including James Jeffecson, st. al., The Southern Utes: 4

Tribal History (Ignacio, Colorado: Southern Ute Tribe, 1972), Edward C. John-
son, Walker River Falutes: A Tribal History (Sehurz, Kevadat Walker River
Palute Tribe, 1975), Southern Palute Tribe, Buwuviy A Southern Palute History
(Renot  Inter-Tribal Council of Nevada, 1976), Beverley Crum, et. al., Newer A
Western Shoshone History (Reno: Inter-Tribal Counell of Mevada, 1976), and

Byron Nelson, Jr., Our lome Forever' A Hupa Tribal History.(Hoopa, Californian

Hupa Tribe, 1978). All of these works have a similar format. The author of
each 19 2 member of the tribe, who is assisted by white historians. Each nar-
rative begins with descriptions of the homeland and culture of the people and
then summarizes the history of the tribe from first contacts with whites to
the mid-20th eentury. Desplte their brevity, these works express tribal per-
spectives on reservation 11fe, ecomomic hardships, land allotments, and sduca-
tion, and they make extensive use of oral history.

Another tribal mccount is by Alvina Quam, translator, The Zunisi Self-
fortrayals (Albuquerquer University of New Hexlico Press, 1972), with the as-
sistance »f the Tuke Indian Oral Histary Project at the Unlversity of Utah.
This book presents forty-six stories from the oral 1lterature >f the Zuni, in-
corparating hlilt'.“.'f. myth, and prophecy. It is nat a work of history, but (ts
storles provide inslghts that can be applied to the study of Zunl historv. The
Mavajo Tribe ham also been active in publishineg histarical =materials, includ-
ing interviews compiled by Ruth Roessel, Mavajo Storles of the Long Walk Feriod
(Tsaile Lake: Navajo Community Cnlleme Fress, 1973) and bava s Livestock Reduc-
tion (Tsalle Laker Navaj> Community Collese Press, 1974), that eancern the two
mkt traumatlc periods of recent Navajo history. These Interviews reveal the
immediacy of the past in Aetermining contemporarvy Navajo perceptions of thes-
selves. Mamories of their incarceration on the Mosque Redondo in the 1860w con-
tinue to effect thelr relations with the federal movernment. The testimonmr re-
garding llvestock reduction in the 19308 explains how Kavajo bellefs about ani-
mals and the land shaped thelir reactions to federal enforcement of this program.
Allen P. Slickpa9, project director, Noon Nee-Me-Poo (He, the Nez Perces) (Lap-
wai, Idahor Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho, 1973) is a rich study of the Nex Ferce
from the time of the Lewls and Clark expedition to 1940 and serves as a r>=mpan-

lon volume to bu-Me-Poom Tit-Wah-Tit (Lapwal, Idahor Nez Perce Tribe of Idaho,




1972}, = prasentation of tribal stories and culture. Mofe of a chronlcle than

a history, this book contalns extensive quatationa from secondary accounts, gov-

ernment Aocuments, and oral testimony, and emphasizes the surviva) »Ff tribal
soverelignty.

These works are clear indlcation of a need felt by Indlan peoples to
present their histories without distertion and to provide an alternative
view of Indian and white relations. In addition a small nusber of Indians
trained in university departments of history are now writine about thes ex-
periences of thelr people. Such historians as Monald Grinde, Jr. (Yamases),
Jack Norton (Hupa-Cherokee), Veronica Tiller (Jiearilla), Terry Wllsen (Pota-
watoml), Clara Sue Kidwell (Choctaw-Chippews), Priscilla Russo (Santee), and
foxanne Dunbar Ortlz (Cheyenne) reflect s movemsent whose Lapact upon the in-
terpretation of Indlan history is only beginning to be felt. Orinde's The
Iroquols and the Founding of the American Nation (3an Franeiseot Indian His-
torian Press, 1977) examines the Influence of the League of the Iroquols
upon the Constitution and political structure of the United States. Norton's
“hen Qur Norlds Cried: Genocide Ln Morthwestern Callfornia (San Franciscos
Indlan Historian Press, 1979) Is an Indictment of United Ftates policy and
American racism that led to the conquest of the California Indlans in the
18508 and 18408, Tiller's dismertation, “A History of the Jicarilla Apache
Tribe" (Albugquerque’ Unlversity of New Mexico, 19763 University Microfilms
(rder bo. 77-16,124) covers the history of her pecple from 1541 to 1970 with
special attention given to the establishment of the reservation in 1887 and
its pollitical reorganization after 1934, Wllson i= presently completing re-
search on the Osage, Kidwell on the Mississlppl Choctaw and White Earth Chippe-
wa, and Russo on the Santee in the mid-19th century. Dunbar Ortiz has com-
plled testimony from the "Sloux Treaty Hearlng” at Lincoln, Nebraska, in 1974
in The Oreat Sioux bation: Sitting In Judgment on Americaj an Oral History
of the 3loux sation & Its Struggle for Soverelgnty (New Yorks American Indian

Treaty Council Informatlion Center, 1977). This book contalns a wealth of {n-
formation about United States policy, Indian legal status, and Sloux teligion.
As Indian historians e Tinve the task of recovaring the past, thelr insights
ani the volces ot Indlans they restore will add vitality to the study of
Indian history and will eomplement and affirm the meaninga now more fully

Teallzed In the writings of Mosaday and Welch, Sliko and Ortiz.

Charles Raberts
Nepartwment of historv
Califarnia State University

jarold Ramsey (compiler and editor), Coyote was going there. lodian

literature of the Oregon country. Seattle and London: University of

washington Pres=, 1977. Fp. xxzxv + 295. 514.95.

Ramsey was horn in the country from which these stories come.
The Ramsey ranch is on land above the canyon of the Deschutes River, a
few miles west of the central Oregon towm of Madras; a mile nr so fur-
ther weat, rhe road declines precipitously, spectacularly, amldst rim-
rock, to the level of the rlver and the edge of the Warm Springs Reser-
vation. The home was an apt representative of the coming of American
high culture to Oregon, an island ourpost of its lterature and music,
tree-shaded, under an endless sky. MNearby another tradition, older in
continued almost unseen. Ramsey's father, the judge, knew

the land,

come of the leading Tndian people of his genaration. Ramsey, prowing

up, found arrowheads, sought put petroglyphs, and let curlosity grow
fnto poetry and scholarship. For some sons, rln:-"rmmtl:v has a hiatory,
for others 3 living, and those who pursue the former find the latter
hard to come hy in the place itself. 5o, from Rochester, Ramsey offers

this book, his major effort so far to help make the older tradition of
the land allve in public understanding. Tt 1s, 1 suppose, both a way of
pivine back some of what he has learned and of getting back, Imaginative-

1y, himself.

It would be casy to skim the book and say of it, weell, annther

non-honk, a litterateur's putting of other people’s hard work herwean
covers of one's own. Just as Indian people can resent that anthropale-
glata, folklorists, and Lingnists publish things taken from their old
peaple, sn the s hnlars may find themselves resentinp what litcrary
people puhlish from thelr old people, Boas, Sapir, Jaccohs and the rest.
There ia more to this hook than that. Some of the material is previously
unpublished, found in the Library of the Amerlcan Thilesophical Soclety
{Cayuse, p. 2%, Kalapuya, p. 110}, or recarded by Ramsey himself from

Alice Florindo, a Wameo at Warm Springs (pp. 52, 58, B3). A good deal

ls from perfodicals and volumes that are out of print, seme very early,
gome rare and almost impos=ible to find. Among names that scholars

would readily recognize, Barker, Beas, Curtin, Curtis, Dixon, Frachten=
berg, Catschat, Jlacobs, Kellv, Marsden, Phinney. Ray, Saplr, are others



of only local fame or none at all--Katherine Berry Judson, Lucien N.

lewis, H. S. Lyman, A. B. Meacham, A. W. Nelson, Silas B. Smith. There
ha=z been a lot of digging, a lot of thinking, a lot of changing. The
author has growm In security of knowledpes in the process, while enduring
delays and frustrations. And he has succeeded in the goal making some-
thing representative of the literature of the region avallahle to it=
people, both Indian and non-Tndian.

The fact ls that the value of the Native American llterature of
the region is neglected by most there. There has not been any collection
such as this that could provide a decent, intelligent view, Students,
{neluding Indian students, may learn {n school about the Troquois or
Nelaware or Navajo, but not abour the Indians of Oregon. The principle,
"The only good Indian {s a dead Indfan,"” has survived not far helow the
surface We see this Iln the resentment that emerges when Indians are
found te have learned how ro wee rhe law (as they were teld to da) for
their own purposes. We can Infer this from the fact that the essential
collections of native literature in the native language are almost
entirely the wark of people who came from ocutside the =tate. No natlive
Oregonian was moved to do that work, when it could atil]l he done. Its
results have been neglected, have hardly become a parc_of Oregonian life.
Archaeology, yes, mute artifacts let us Interpret them, while remaining
as If dead. Texts are different. Even I old, even if the speaker is
dead, the voice may emerge. And so there has been very little consclous-

ness nf what Native American texts do say.

Ramrey's hook makes an important difference te this context.
can hope that the surge of Interest In Mative American Literature will
bear frult in Oregon as well as elsewhere, and that the future will see
new editions, new understandings, of the pld texts. There are signs
that thie 1s happening. For now, Ramsey's book is the difference hetween
gilence and speech. 1t ought to he In every llibhrary and schonl in the
reglon.  And it will be of general Interest as well. First, there are
the excellent pletures. MNot just another set af Curtis pletures, though
there are some of those, but a variety of plcrures, especlially from
collections at the lnfversity of Washingron and Washington Srate lni-
versiry. MHost of us will nor orherwise have access to most of these

plotures.

Gecand, there ls rhe mingling of srories with other texes and
information: a hitherto unpublished Kalapuya song (116), Wishram and
Klamath calendars, a charm, an Indian understanding of a treaty, speeches.
Some of these materials come from archives, and rare volumes, and again,
most of us would not have mccess to them otherwise.

Third, there s the use of Ramsey's own skills as a poct, not
obtrusively, hut in a reworking of a thunderstorm exorcism from the Alsea
(144) and of a short Palute tale (231) and account af the Thunder-Badger
(256}, There 13 also my own rewnrking in terms of Chinookan verse-form
of a Clackamas story (100). The currents of ethnopoetics appear, but
subnrdinated to a concern for authenticity.

It would be easy for someone like myself, also born and raised in

fOregon, also involved with Natl American materfals, to fiad Ffault or

alternative on page after page. [t would be unfair, since T had the
opportunity to read the text in manuscript. And It wonld be presumptuous,
mince the manuscript was passed with approval hvy the oldest living speaker
of the language with which my cwm claims to knowledge are bound up. The
University of Washington Fress sought an opinion from a brilliant young
Wasco then in Seattle, Denil Leonard, and he sought an apinfon from his
grandmother at Warm Springs, Annie Smith. She enjoyed the stories, and
had only one serious reseyvation. Since people live so differently today,
they would have trouble understanding what the stories meant. The stories
were so serious, even when funny, shot through with macters of survival
and values, 1| think she meant. Ramzey addreasses such points in his
introduction, and T am persuaded that he ia right in considering the
formal recitations of winter nights as ritually dramacic (p. xxvi), a

form of "world-renewal" in keeping with the participant-malntenance view
of the world and the place of people in it.

T will, to he sure, make one complaint. Tt would he very helpful
{n a book auch as thia to have the notes at the back keyed to the papi-
nation of the maln text. Sometimes one wants to work back from the notes
to the text. But one ean only applaud the inclusion of motif-index
umbers with the titles of Individual storfies in the nntes.

As Ramsey notes with one of the Galumhian River stories, the coming
nf the first salmon was heralded hy the arrival of swallows in the apring.

The swallows had been women who wished to keep the salmon hoarded for



themselves, knowing that the people were coming and would need them, but

Coyote released the salmen and tranaformed Lhe w n inte birds.

Ramaey
im a3 ger

s fellow, but perhaps he will not mind heing compared to

Coyote, and his honk a hlow ta help free the salmon of storiea for the

people wha are near and will need thetr nourishment .

Nell Hymes

University of Pepnsylvania

avi
ington




