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Seven Arrows: 3Seven Years After

Several years ago, whlle ordering texts for an Indian literature
course at an all-Indian hign school in Arizonma, I thumbed througn
Seven Arrows (1), read the first dozen pages, and decided against
using it in clsss. The book was steeped in controversy and I opted
for older titlea of seasoned worth rather than gamble with what was
new and gquestionable. 3even years after publication the furor over
Seven Arrows has dissipated, though the cont roversy has rot been
resolved. 30 I toock a closer look for amyself.

I remsmber controversiea over other books about Indians:
2ifth World of Foster 3ennet, 3essie Yeilowhair, Memoirs of
3ut seldom are such controversies So colorful as
over Zyemeyopsta (Chuck) 3torm's 3aven irrowa. With it, as
other controversial I[ndian booka, the issue 1s over who has
autaority to speak "for the people.” storically, of course, %his
i3 a very old problem for American Indian tribes, especiall
transactions with The federal governmment. A3 a rile now,
2f "self 4 rmination” implies that the federal government

least ¢ 1% with Indian people before undertaking orograms that
affect
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Subsequently Harper and Row undertook a defense of
first by circulating a letter containing Chuck 3torm's
number and later by sending Douglas Latimer cut to the Northern Cheyenne
reservation wheres ne et tribal lesders fr-m both the Northern and 3outhern
Cheyennes and with saveral invited fuesis, includin rt Josto. During
tnis unusual powwow, Costo re orts, Latimer maint at Saven Arrows
4as not a description of Cheyenne tradition and relil beiiaf, that
the book was not =upposed "%o ©e apout tae Sheyenne 0eo '(7). Costo
also reports Latimer as _naving excressed 2 Wish so witandraw the book, but
“"the paperback rights [Ead_i already Seen s50ld 3 anoTaeT sublisher."
Pinally, Zarper and Row made a grant to tne It pations, the details
of which were "unavailable" to me during 2 nt chone call to Jub=
lisher. Josto regsorts that this grant 13 in ~nousands 2f dollars and
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In these pages Storm also tells ader that the information for
<he book was Zlven to oim by nis fat £ k thi= information was
nanded down through Zenerasions by and from the Medicine
Fawar, the Great 3airit."(12) Tn language such as tois Storm takes
licenase as an suthority oo +radgitonal truths in Cheyenne rsligion
‘‘netpher or not 3torm is in fact Indi nas no bearing on the ve
of the bosk. License %2 speak for any race 1s not 2 birthrignt, as
Jsurtevant has said:

To allow auther

is a mistake, for %

Indiannesa. Joreove

standards to work 3y

or Apache or Cherckee

such. (13)
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Lowell Jaeger. Iowa City
(We are grateful to Mr. Jaeger for writingz the Ioregoing, which expreases
well, we believe, the doubts and confusicns of many tescners about the bock
conmrning woickh we have received more jueries than all others combined. If
others can shed fu:ther light on the sopic we'll De sven more pleased.)
- - - - - *
¥/ovarrg/ Scott “cnadsy Ihe Way to Zainy Moun Albuquerque: Univ. of
¥ew Mexico Press, 1969; pob., 1976. B9pp. 32.9 he Names. New Yorx:Har-
per 1nd Row, ‘375; gob, 1977. xi + 17Cpp. S$10.UCHED; 3‘.:; pb.
¥. 3cott Momaday, the essence of numanness is "the individual's
,1372). Participation
ative definition by form

ability o _ﬂag‘ne nimgelf into =xistence”(lecture
in fumanity consists of a process of imaging, 2
and “elav‘onshia through whicno an individual re 3 3 place in actuality.
In all his proase w<orks (but aurprisingly lesa 3o ni etry), Mcmaday
ugse Made

is centrally concerned with the ongoing creation 3T “Eu;-.;. o=
of Dawn Abel runs In toe ceremony %o untarvail 2vil, sating 3 gurpoge
Zor his being by joining an anclent Sradlsion of Tunners 1no race against
svil and thereby rsstore, reereate, :he ~orld. «o Abel's acticns are
unselfconscicus stumblings towards the Trutn, noe 22&ns S0 comprenand

at the -qa of tne novel, Momaday's recollections in

,3 .;‘ i are comnscious sStecs Safen
are nign Tured recruifments oI
2ormed to ours 3: an indivi

is clearest in
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rent relate legend,
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the shree segments of uac" section I
apisode, conceralng a purfalo witn
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ame '."'ence
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the last

or o wpico -thers -as 1o racs left of .the wild
54-55). Ti id slosure comes A 20. 3- 70, whers
au*aor 1 | : . celoved J.lacL-sar
norse, ni3torizal part 2I W2 section.
3y %he =nd, sne X{iowa have changed into wnat Momaday sees ihem as Today,

a once noble and fulfilled _-eople whose distincsiveness 13 now in large
measure lost. 3ut in the course of their Long mizration from their spir-
itual birth as sthe Xwuda, the "coming out people,” %o their sresent
existence, they had "conceived a good idea Of :nﬂ“selves; <hey had dared
to imagine and detvermine who they were'(
their real strengtn and value and noge.
Mountain Zemetary," wnere "Silspce I
the shgdow toat your name defines --




The Names is 3 more personal and necessarily more indulgent azccount
of much tne same 1istory. It is openly "an autobiograghical account.
an act of the imagination"(p. xi). Eere processes of conception are
overtly commented upon: his mother "pegan to see herself as an Indian. . . .
This act of the imagination was, I believe, among the @mAsST igportant eventus
in my mother's early 1ifes, as later the same essential act was to be among
the mo3t important of my own"(p.25). Memory, as in The Way, also functions
as creative act:"Some of my mother's memories have become my own. This i3
the real burdsm of tae blood; this is immortality"(a.22).

The book has four sections. In the first, the memorzes and the imag-
inings are detached, as the adult suthor remembers Or CORCelivas infancy.
In the first remembrances, names predominate, az first of animals and
birds, "of forms and features on the rim of the world. . .old and original
in the mind, like the beat of rzin on the river, and intrinaic in the
native tongue (p. 3). . . .Had I known it, avan then language bore all
the names of my being”(s.8). Ihese momenta of earliest childhood are
sssentially timeless: "an imperceptible suczesalon of coloras, of dawns
and dusks, mornings and arterncons, 2 coacentratiosn of days into one 2day,
or it is simuly %he inside or sterniiy, tae hollow of a3 great wing"(p-o)
Momaday constructs ths nistory of his family from records, zohotogracns, ald
or recent family =anecdotes. The <axTure is at times accidental, as When
hia mother's birth year is linked with the winning of the Kentucky Derby
by a 91-to-1 lomgsaot, who caid $184,90 on a two-dollar sicket(p. 20).
In the short sacond part, ae finds the Jemories of childhood spent in
New Merica, when "the zemory beg ns to qualify the ilmagination (p. L) ==
an intriguing porasing. AS he moves into a kind of intellectual maturity
ne loses (imperceptibly, axcept in retroapect) 2 sense I lnnocence:
"There are e clocks of shame; we zell the lie of time, and our hearts
are oroken”(,.91). Yot the owerpowering Itrutl, even under this saame,
still lies in the nrocreative jers of language: "Children Sruss in
language. They are Jpen ta the Jower and beauty of 1 uage, and here <
iiffer from their 2ldera, most of whom nave come to lmagine that they have
found words out, and so much of =agic 1S logst upon them, Creation says

child: 3Jelieve in this %ree, for it has a name" (p.32). The final

n reveals zdulthoed, 3ignalled in an epiopanous zoment when ne sees
maing of the Zire-gusted Jemez Day School wnere Ris parents tanpgnt:
4as nothing but a 3hell, a Znost. It zeemed already an anclient ruain
pale January @OTRIRZ, . « 22d the sense that I was lociking for
there among She ashes"ip
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ways in the

and Abel's at sSeeing a 22 red gzolden sagle; the Jemez runners woo
"ran without sffort. . .running was ceremonial, ewmohatic, and was itsel?
the measure of time"(g. 142); toe child'a nightmare of a presence which
awells to occupy ais room complstely, a deaecrition reminisceat of th
enemy tank, "black and massive, locming there in fromt of the sum,"”
wnicn roils the ground on the nillside whers iAbel lies.

Physically, despite the trendy se ink and ragged rigt margins
in The Names, botn nooks are 2njoyad to read and hold, "
Rainy Mountain (essentially identical to the cheaper 3allantine zaperback
of 1970) is nicely trated Al Momaday's stylized drawings, =and
its large sages allow toe full text or each sripartite section to appear
at one opening. The Names is lavishly illustrated with shotogragns of
the individuals who people the oir, nelping to Zfix the faces that bear
the names. Momaday's writing is typically spare, saxact, poetical in
ultimate simplicity and honesty of dietion and in its affact on the reader.
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nly once does Momacay
sf-conseiousness. havewer - -]
this section is a3t odds with the atyle of the reat oI toe book. Buv
two volumes will sustain rersading, for their words are measured and
telling., If Momaday's remembrances =2eem on cco”aslon oo self-conscious,
they do betoken a man of great deceny and understanding and a maker whose
care with words acknowledges Sheir cower to create and maintain the
worlds of both hiatorical and imagined trutn.

Jeffrey 7. Huntsman Indiana Univermity
- - - - -
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Prairie. Jon (Southern Cheyemne) and annie (Otoe and Creek) West.
¥arvin, SD: 3lue Cloud Quarterly, 1978. unpaged. 32..0
Custer Lives in Humboldt County. Janet Cambell Hale (Coeur d'Alene),
Greenfield NY: Greenriedl Review Press, 1378. 25pp. 3$1.00

Annie West'a goems are skillfully and movingly written. She has a
keen sense of humor, and is totally free of the sentimentality that
nakes 3o much of the first efforts of young poets banal. Instead, she
tes refreshing honesty. Her poem "Sgider ¥illing,"” which in other hands
zight have easily served as the occasion for homely platitudes about our
yrothers the insects, nas a bracing acidity to go with its clarity of
detail and apareness of language. “hers liberal guilt would constrain a
woite middle class poet $0 apgear progressive ecologically, Ms. West,
w“no comes from a tradision which is sruly attuned to nature, has no com-
—unc+tion about smashing the insect wno "holds ner laundry baskst nostage.”
ut *here is more %o Annie +est than Qumor and aoneaty; ane can write with
lyrie power, being sriginal though irawing on tribal traditions:

pert

within the damp wind I hear night whiatle
our fing=rs will aift the rain singing through saglebene
for the breath of morming “nile braided 3weetzrass

2ilters this antelope home
ia iz alao a poet of coasderable

ie's husband and partmer in
talents. His use of surreal z
influenced by she Peruvian surrealiss Jaesar Vall
37 the dream vision, and the tosmology ~nich unde
2 congenial mede Zor Indian goetls. Wess's ilmage
Miznt Hear Again" is sowerful:

smptying my .ockets of

I l2% loose songs familiar only %o 48

remembering 1S was your -z

so tender and freely given

that made me weep
sest is also =2 master of the conversational 7verse Javor
?7oat. though nere the accent is maral Cklanoma flaversa
phrase or two.

Janet Campbell Hale has
passion., Her tone is 2ften
protest. The title soem of
Pomo by a policemaan. "To a R
a tribute to William Douglas,
whites of Yaxima towarda Indians.
ner noneaty and fairness. 3he desg “nite bigots, but reveres Douglas.
ind, although there is probably more snan z %Jucn 9T irony in the last
iine of "Custer Lives," she does seem %0 believe that "The zast i
best forgotten,” i

All of Hale's goetry ia nighly gersgnal. There i3 a atromg sense of
intimacy in her coems to her son, "Aaron Nicholas, Almost Ten" and
"illigator 3ites.” These poems manage %0 D2 mOVing #ithout be cloying.
I believe her bhest work, however, is =nat stamped with a sense >f irony,
poems like "Writing a TV Documentary” or "3alad La laga." The
Zeta acrosa effectively the ansmalous which Hale
herself -- finally gesting a chance SJutrage and do scme
on about ner pe ained t5 stay within
ipea, to be "intima Tisually =2xci "
In "Salad La Raza" Hale recalls the treated she raceived as a
child from Chicancs who made fum of niios." Torn tetween her sym-
sathy for the Zhicanos, whom she realizes are treated joorly, and remem-
bering with resentment steir treatment of kher, 3ne ilgnores the lettuce
boycott with mixed feelinga:

Indian tradition
zakea zurrealism

facility than the 9“ests, but more
her verse often the poetry of

on is about %he shooting of a
Supreme Zourt Justice,”

y acout the bigotry of the
tternmess i3 balanced by

Bating my srisp and delicioua I tried not to think
Safeway salad, Jf Caesar Chavez.

Two first-rate colleetions from poets of great promise.
Alan Velie Univ. of Oklahoma
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for certaint
to nang ideals on. No ome

had sent us. we had to come

<5 this sort in the cool north waters
to see the -'mm‘ﬂu.na thunderingz in zine,
green, glacial, co
Thisg was as far as we c¢ould o,
+toward the turning of the =arth.

In the end we found a narrow 3treet
1ined with hanging baskets of Ifucnsia f£lowers
and tock another smaller ferry home.

Relph J. .:i:.‘.;. Jr.

Double Review
The Metaphysica of Modern Existence. Vine Deloria, J’r. New York:
Harper and dow, 1979, xiii + 23'5;.19. Bibliography. 38.%3

Thia is 3 welcome hooh:. %t has neep six years nrcﬂ “Zhe publication
of Vine Deloria's last philosophical work, God Red, which inspired
readera to locok beyond the confines ':: risti ¥ To find alternate
answers to she guestion of the meaning Bf axistence in the religious
traditions 27 North American [ndians — 'a.uJ...:rm serung from and
still rootesd in the American land itself 3ince Jeloria nas become, botd
sy the force of his idess and his ..e"s:\uau‘r.;. the “orempst lLiterary
regresentative of American Indians, 2any of 13 have been wondering what,
5f late, has been on his mind. In The ¥esaghysics of Mocdern Zxistence
he lets ua <now.

The boog may be deqc"ibed as rumination. In ita pages Deloria ranges
through zany academic disciplines — =neoclogy, shilosoghy. physics,
history, anthropology, astronoamy, agonomlcs, 14 more -— Ziving us JjuX-
tapositions 3f concepta that we ziznt never befors nave considered re-

is a book of .nt-a“e*"_a; scadework, turning the 2cadealc
ey=-survey to Dakf w~ay for i nmew approacn o understandin
~he canfines of a single book.

. - - -

This is a major %ask %5 sntrast o
the sroce3s Jeloria offends many tra nally held ideas in many areas
g=, and he is sure t0 ::"_:-‘, the wrath 3f scmolars in

. Y=t the jourmey with A:m Is an exclTing ome. wall reo
lectual axercise.

motivats the Yook, Deloria sevs
m.-a:ern ecivilization To discover
have divided =xperience ‘_..:

o

specialization,

5f modern tain and o :e;'_:u':
use the vocagpul of Thomas Fubn
o astablisn the parameters of the
of acientific gnowledge.

sersonal confesaion
30 communicate mean—
1 sruths a2o0ut she nature JF

borrows

This is a hopeful Dook, an 0ptlaz
of in the ultimate abilisy of
ingfuliy in order To reacn zuistemcis
axistence, the oriZins, IJsanings, nc
?:‘emun_Lasq-ne“ Jean-Frangois Revel's concept of "The

i % zcmparable in scale =0 -nat ~nich

in thousg

sceurred r:ng She 18th zna 1Jtn ceaturiss when
an esgalitarian ideology renical new ravolution
is a planetary one, & ide .iar.a_ boun E ‘I.""-—u'u.ea —
in Deloria's words, ' ming to maturity of the 2 soecws (9:8).

Basic to %oe process 13 a reexam? 1a..w'1 of fundamental ideas in zhe
current paradisgm or western thougnt. Drawing from suca diverse writers
as Jung, Velikovsky, Heisenberg and Teilhard de Chardin, Jsloria challenges
the concept of evolutiom which In | cat pernicious Iform Ras condemnned
all non-Western gecples as Jore Jrim -2 :c'-r vals of aarlier stages
in mpan's development. Tnis merely replac Christian theology Wi
parallel acientific doctrine. Deloria mes::.-ns evolution av ayary levsl,
from organic to augperorganic, rejecting its valldity ent irely. He
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ideals on. No one
had sent us. we had to come

<5 this sort in the cool north waters
ts see the mountains thunderinz im pine,
= lacial, cold.

his was as far as we could Zo,

<he turning of the =arti.

In the end we found a narrow 3treet
1ined with hanging baskets of Ifucnsia f£lowers
and tock another smaller ferry home.
Ralph J. ¥illa, Jr. Univ. of Illinois
. - - - - - -+ - - - -
Double Review
The Metaphysica of Modern Existence. ¥ine Deloria, Jr. New York:
L d dow, 1979, xiii + 253pp. Bibliograpny. 38.2
13 a welcome book. I% has been six y=ars 3ince the publication
Deloria's last shilosophical work, God is Rsd, wnich inspired
to look beyond the confines of Zhristianity T©o find alternate

answers <he guestion of the meaning sf axistence in the religious
traditisns 37 North imerican [ndians — traditlons ssringz from and

still rooted in the American land itself. 3ince Jeloria nas become, botd
sy the force of his idess and his gpersonality, the Zoremost Literary
regresentative of American Indians, 2any of 13 have been wondering what,

5f late, has been on his mind. In The ¥esaghysics of Mocdern Zxistence
ne lets us <mow.

The boog may be described as rumination. In ita pages Deloria ranges
through zany academic disciplines — =neoclogy, chilosoghy, physics,
history, anthropology, astronoamy, aconoalcs, 14 more — Ziving us jux-
tapositions 3f concepta that we ziznt never befors nave congidered re-
lating. It 43 a book of intallectual sgadework, turming the academic
gardean topsey=iurvey =o naké <ay for i new approach o understanding.

r task %o esntruat %To =he

This is a =aj onfinea of a single Dook. 1
tphs zroceds Jeloria offends many zionally 2eld ideas in many areas
and he is sure to 2 sown the wrath of scmolars in
the jourmey wita aim Is an excliiing ome. wall worin
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seoole.
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cialization, To rearticulat
f apdern thinkers, and delimi
se the vocapulary i

s astablisn thne parameters of =
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ctiosns 2f life.
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ayplution in thousnt =<

sceurred <sestern civilization 2urd -he l8th zna 19th cen “nen
an egalitarian ideology re laced an armarcaical ome. The new revolution

is a planetary one, 3w ing aside national boundariss an differences --—
in Deloria's words, "a coming to maturity of the auman sgecies"{3.5).

Sasiec to %he process is a reexamination of fundamental ideas ln <he
current paradisgm or western thougnt. Drawing from suca diverse writers
as Jung, Velikovsky, Heisenberg and 1hard de Chardin, Jesloria challenges
the concept of evolutiom which In 1%S mo3t pernicious form Ras condemned
all non-Western jeoples as Jore primitive survivals of earlier stages
in man's development. This merely replaces Christian theology +ish
parallel acientific doctrine. Deloria juesticns evolution at 2very leval,
from organic to augperorganic, rejecting its vallidity sntirely. He
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reaicts that the RE3- B of I z¢ will have to be
tranaformed to k orical 5 ACCL the data of humah e=xistence.
This reintegrates emotion and intuitisn » .. acience, reuniiying imowledge
into the «hole as apprehended by "primitiv=e" throughout the world, past

and present. It makes the xnowledge of these non-western peoples relevant
once again to the ultimate metachysical quest, and reintagrates the

human speciea, as well as the imowledge system. B3y returniag to examine
particular cultural svatems historically, comparing them for the unigue
remembrances eacr -=tz.ns of the -lanetary past, the new metaphysics will be
able to rise above any sarticular -ultures as the absolute standard of truth.

Central to Deloria’'s construetion of the new metaphysics ia what he calls
"the emerging dissident literature." These writers question from a variety
of perspectives precious scientific concepts of uniform development and
evolution. Best known is Immanuel Velikovsky, who, since the gublication of
Worlds in Collision (1950), has written on matters of sciantific concern
from an essentially historical perspective derived from the study of myth-
ology. Deloria finds the idea *hat myth reflects actual historical
fraditicms to be a compeiling ome and urges further consideration for
American Indian ayths. That aspects of world history and planetary formation
have been caused by cataclysmic catastroghes rather than 2volutionary
erinciples is central 5o his interpretations. Perscnally, Deloria accepts
the notionm esgerly, and decries = failmof srofessional sciemtists %o
consider alternative theories s 48ly, or even to read the dissident works.
H1s point is valid and well made and presents a fair challenge %o
scientist who wishes to engage in the open and honest dialogue that Deloria's
Work rspresents,

Without doubt, many 3ce: will dismiss <his book as naive and beside
the point, witnout giving it the conaideration it deserves. Any shallenge
to spistsmological foundaticns is too serious for the rigidly orthodoxr to
consider. But from this reviewer's perspective a3 an anthrogologist, Deleria
i3 seen %0 have done to us wnat w#e anthropologists reguwlarly and as a
zatier of course do %o other peoples. He has atudied us and cormstructed a
model of our ways of thinking, of our meta,nysics, Joth religious and
scientific, and using the same unemotional evaluation as a social scisntist,
Be nas judged the logical integration of ocur ideas and their relative
validity. He finds us ou%t of symc with most of the rest of humanity, just
38 anthropologists have 30 often and quaintly found sther pecoples' ideas
%0 bpe out of touch with "scientific" reality.

This brings Deloria's message full circls. We and the peoples we study
are no longer distinct. The value of all Jur work is to be tested by our
ability, at least our nomest intentions, o0 communicate across the artificial
barriers that separate us, "Our next immediate %task,” Deloria concludes

nis book, "is the unification of ouman <mowledge."
Raymond J. DeMallie Indiana Univeraity
- - . -
(2)

It would be easy to dismiss Vine Deloria's The Mezachysics of Modernm
3xistance as a work of careless logic, Deloria loosely employs words iike
‘reality’ (p. viii) and 'twvutn' (p.16) without providing adefinition or
context by wnich they may be understood. He uses the self-contradic Sory
shrase 'metaphysical faet'(p..17) without explanation. He eagquivocates on
the phrase "single, simple answers to all of life's gueasticnms" (5. ix) by
equating that pop shilosophy concept Wwith theories in synthetlic metaghysics.
He says, "Indian traditions. . .zave ceen verifisd t¢c be scientifically
correct” (p. viii), thus imglyi that Indi ideas are superior becauae
Weatern scientific ideas have proved them 30, a spurious acknowlsdgment
that Western ideas somehow e3atablish the standard 27 correctness.

But to dwell on the several logical and technical failures of Deloria's
work is not to give due credit for what it does. Deloria does analyze
with astuteness the role that primitive thought -- particularly American
;ncian thought -=- may play 2s a correctiva Tor our contemgorary tendency to
be ienated from our enviromment and from ourselves. With perceptive in-
Sight he develops those tendencies in modern physics and modern theology
woich are moving toward models of the universe which were common in primi-
tive worldviews. Hia discussion of the effsct of Heisenberg's "indeter-
minancy principle” om our everyday understanding of the world i3 ingisive
(pp.36Lf). And he gives a good Summary appraisal of Alfred Norta White-
bead's revolutionary ideas of "simple location” and "misplaced concreteness,"
Indeed, if we were to regamd Deloria's book as an annotated bibliography
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of aignificant alternative na of re , wWe
not find it disappointing. A3 wnowledge no one D&
sried to place the collective thoughts 53¢ these psople in%to one consistent
sxpoaition of an alternmative way of conceiving real:.:ﬂ;-n‘n-xii}. This
parpose of Deloria's work is admirably realized axcept for the serious omissior
5¢ Martin Heigegger and Whitenead's Proceas and Reallfy.

It is with his analysis of recent Legal trends and ais appraisal of
contemporary developmenta 1n Protestant theology, aowever, thas Deloria
showa his greatest depth of inasignt. His conclusion that the "new wision
o the world" which would follow Irom "wroadening our legal concept of the
world by giving rights %o nature itself. . .would maxe u3 better geople”
(p.140) is presented with convincing 3incerity. Likewise, his portrayal
of the wasteland of modern autheritarian theologies — HEarvey Cox amd
supporters and opponents -- 13 a keen bit of criticilam, wnile nis dis-
cuasion of Ian Barbour as "approaching 3 major preskthrougn"” in tisology
(p. 191) is ones of the past appraisals of that theologicen %o date.

Strangely snougn, 1o view of nis tisle, it is in the area of metachysics
itsel? that Deloria proves weakest. Tia afforta wo "prove" the superiority
of -theoloZy %o philosophy by a comparison of Teilhard de Chardin's taeology
with Whitehead's shilosophy, Zor instance, is weakened by ais igpnoring of
whitepead's basic work, Erocess and ealiSy, «<hile citing omly bis
popularized Adventures _n Jeas. sven 30, tae only advantage ns finds for
milhard is =hat as avoids hitenead's "mathematical srisntation” (2.52),

a soint which gets st one of Tesilhard's wWweaknessess -- nis lack of pre-
~ision -- more than at one 5f Whitapead's. In what sense mathematical
srecision ig a weakmasss, however, Daloria dgesn't discuas, ner iges ne nota
~hat Wnitehead eschews a mathematical srisntation in Zrocess and Reality.

Zven whers one would expect nim <o 3nime with new a sagnysical insignts,
ralating Native American worldviews %o traditonal netapghysics, Deloria dis-
appointa. _nstead of a thorsugh discussion of thesa i3sues, oe notes 11
sassing only a few tantalizing insignts, Joica he lLsaves unanalyzed. EC
notes, for instance, the :rg.c_i.:..z;;nn.‘.. Indian grecedence Oof sSpace over time
(ps25)+ toe superiority of trpdisional Ipdian jolytneism and pantnelism %0
monotheism (p.29), the advantage in <r-aditional Indian mytoology of pro—
viding God with a ralationsnis 3o Jature zrior %3 <he creation of man
(p.30), the need to make Tasure a part of haiatory as in Indian oral his-
<ory (p. 31), the involvement of sracitiopal Indian cultures im the pro-
5f pmaturs (p.%37), and the 3up nrity of she thig-worldly orisntaticno
5 < i4-2nal I[ndian rsligicn as agasnst the otler oridly orisotation
57 Cnristiapnity =and 3uddhism 147=f', 3ut these 20ints, «nica =iznt
‘rndesd mace 3 3olendid work 21 oetas sva not sufficiently ieveloped.

In comceliusion, 8 oould resass legal analysis and theo—
logical ¢ superior aca.svement, 118 scientific pooularizing as
2 worthwhile if modest atiempt, byt sis Detaghysics as an untulfilled
sromise -roviding nape for better things To coma.

Wiliam W. Thacksray Jorthern Montana Coliege




Double Review
The American indian: Lan e and Literature. Compiled by Jaclk
7. Marken., Arliznton nieagta, IL:AHM Zub. corp, 2978, xx + 175po.
12,95 HB, 38.957b.

This is the most extensive general bibliography devotasd to Native Am-
erican literature published within recent years. Few bibliographies have
been devoted %o Indian literature, which has all too freguently been con=-
3igned in general bibliographies to thne limbo of "mythology and folk-

lore” or "religiom.” In 1973 two sgeciaslized bibliograpnies were
putlished: Arlens Hirschfelder's American Indian and Zsicimo Authors

and Anna Stensland's Literature by and About the american indian.

Thereas Hirscnfelder's book focused con works told, collected, or

written by Indians, Stensland’s sentered on materials suitable for junior
and senior nigh school students. In The american Indian: Language 2nd
Literaturs Marken attempts te 3urvey %tne spectrum of literature by and
about Indians and thneir languages -- excluding sZakimos and Indians of
Mexico and Central America.

Marken has organized his work in twa divisiona: non-geocgragnic and
geographic. The first convains zections on nibliography, autoblograzny,
general li%erature, anc general languages. As Mariken warms in nils intTo-
duction, 3ome woTrks wolco might be categorized as blography are included
in the "antobiograghy” secticn, and not all “orks sublished in perisdicale
are included 1in e "general literature" section. The second division i3
srganized by geograrhic patierns, ssctions on Indians in the United
5tates according to the areas deaignated in George Murduck 's Stonozraahic
3ibliograony of North Amexrd Indians in Canada are simply divided
1nTo westerm and sastern. geographic sesctions are aubdivided Into
"gemeral litarafturs" ana "general language,” Wit entries for both listed
alpghbetically -— thougn Marxen 2ever statesspecifically how ne delfines
“literature" nor indicatss the basis on 4nolca aoe includes historical
and ethnograpnic WOrLs ana gxcludes others.

This organization creates 3ome groblams. 4ita the excegtion of the
chipgewa, Tribal groups are agsigned S0 only ane country. In

i ~he Chijpewa are sesignated "Th Chipuewa(¥isconsin)”
vhe Pox and Sauk (undiZfersentiated) and 3 ami.
detarmine <OTr4s Jiibwa zutnors 2r on
nsult ootn soe J.3. and Janada divisions 23 :
T “isconsin)" are listed rerald Vizemar, foise Zarin
anc 3ssil Jonnsson, Jape Jroke, Capada, ama 3any of =ne
io not deal exclusively wita the 4isconsin Shippewa.
1ist of authors is lacompiete. Imporsant wWwriters included n
tteq nere are 4illiam ipes, Pster Clarke, Caief
ilexancer “osey, Samson Jesua, 2llas Boudinot, Paul
1t Christopher, Jen Mook ingbird, and, @
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misses the more complete (and 3till in srint) collection of Coyote
Tales edited by Donald M. Hines under the title of the JK&?OEEDS,
as W#ell as her novel written in collaboration ¥ McWhorter
Oogewea (1927). 3Some basic works are omitted, such as Alfred aioeher 3
;gg rapano (1902-07), which includes literatt and amythology, Robert
Lowie's -ﬂdians of the Plains (1954), and Clemens De 3aillou's " A
Contribution 30 tne MythologZy and Cencepgtual World of the Cherokee,”
Jthroh*s.u—z, 9- {1961 92-102. Two entries pertaining to the Southeaatern
Yuehi are included ditn the Tuki of Califormia, those of Gunter ‘/agner
and James Crawford.

30 Marken's extensive bxblxograpny must be used Wi some care. Jut
desgite ita Jeaknesses, it #il 1 be an indispensable fcol for teachers
and students of Aimerican Lnd‘an literatures and snould be part of all
library bibliograpghical collections.

A. LaVone Ruoff iy, af Illinois Ckicago Zircle
- - - L3

Pirst, its utility 28 a

Thers are %wo important 3
the re;a ion between i% and

erly a atudy, or merely

arap a

scores weakly on both measures

and linguistics, the focus of this
!;nizal -—ass—r=ferences are JTOV

nox orier i

for simil

Marke %

is algp naneticaa by 2.2., Southwest:
Hopi, Isleta, Jemez. accomganyling gulle
350 linguistic stocks in ._e region to locate <ognat e, languages. Marken
reduces soe number 3f lists Dy com: rnss1ﬂg sevaral tribes tocgether,
ontinuing Murdock's al 1abetic 3 naot _;-ags exercising du
regard for =stablished gui 1 Jne 1 ‘“nbeaua" y faced
with an unfer<unate, @3 i
pi, a \.“J—-z...car'
Havasupai, and Mohave) .
falapai, Yawvapal, and
end 37 the alghbe
all memepers oI
not separated by
arablem iz coompounded By 3 der'=s 3zenm
a“acnean Terp"” axclusively in the "Apache” secion and o
Navajo aaslaeu by Marken Navaho, 2Z2instT ¥rital arefsr
zonvention).

A8 with the case of Hoijer, bidiloar
and the choices are not always sound.
to be found in the Zener a+ listing for
the appropriate tribes. Harken lists oip
and sub- reg‘ans under she geﬂe-a_ neacing :
such as Selm's on the Supartic Athapasgans, erscn’'s 2n sne Navajo,
lander's on she Chimariko, ana -anner 3 on zona are not To be
found in contaxts 2T most J‘.;--f. 4 related Jroblem: Jdarksn 113Ts 2 voliume
edited by Sawyer on American Indian Languages \1971) the 'General
Language' section, where 1t ipesn't belong, since 1 collection of
studies on sarticular languages, not e:{j-;wu in ropriate sectIcns
and, therefors, unlikely o De llscovered Juring onsulation.
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Although it contains 3695 entries, Marken's bibliography would be more
valuable 1f it included references to doctoral dissertations, non-Zoglish
gources, and if it covered the early attempts at linguistic description
more fully, e.g., James l[sham, Jobn McLean, Samuel Farker., And «hat at
first appears to be an alphabetizing problem 1n the listings turms out
to be a structural croblem. Marken nas chosen to separats literary
raferences Irom linguistic ones, put runs the two lists together without
caption or notice. There are clsrical defects: incerrect naming (Earl
inatead of Zarl Swanson), indexing (=.Z. Hecikwelder), and scelling, ¢.g£.
Martha A. Austin's Saad Ah 5inil wers readily detected throuzn a sp0T
inapection. So, althouzd 12 may ifrustrate students, toe bibliography will
be an aid %o them, for it contalns aseful references. L%t will be of less
use o advanced scholars.

Lawrence 5. Pisher Univ, af I1linois Chicago Circle
- * & & * - " + ® T * * & * ® & &

P .
Indian Tribal Soversignty and Treaty Zignts. E4 Pat D'Andrea and Susan
7. Jewitt. Albuguerque: La ComIluencia Tresa, 1978. 36pp. 42.00

April 12-14, 1378, at 3an Diego 3tate Jaiversity, and was published as
a special su
date of the co
that le
sn July
ation

lement %o sne October,1378, issue 5f La Confluencia. The
rence coincided with the Longess ‘Walk, a march by Indian
Sacramento in February, 1378, and arrived in Jashington,
Tha Walk and She Zorum were intended to draw atteatiom
an befeore Congress thal was igaigned to abrogate Indian
Over %Spe years American soliey sowards Indians has vacil-
sellinzg 4hem into 2minstrean soci all
nin the law, 3ince tne Zennedy administrati
Zzovernment nas feen T0 Daintain the
a greater isegree of 3elf-government. Preal
1770 and she Indian Self-Determination
i -ions of this posit
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regrdered
electricity. Meeds, a member of the American Review Com—
mission, asserted the the Comzission =xceeded its authority by defining
policy instead of restricting itsel? to a review of contemporary I[ndian
and 7hite relations. Meeds argues tnat the Commission acted upon a mis-
taken notion of sovereignty ana dians are no longer a sovereigm
ceople ana ar= . ly subordinate in law %0 thne 1 1
Zovernments. a ,o0int of utmost imgortance.
i3 deeply invoived in atroversy svar Indian fishing
decision 2f the faderal district sou in seattle awarded
ta cat 50% of the salmon =r elhead runs, and
roapted mucz ol %the e elimination of treaty
Deloria refuted ation of the Indians' lagal status
- Indians are out he nonethless faulted
r not addressing tne ic sroblems 27 Indian reser-
85, Clara Sue Kidwell, director Ztonic 3sudies
i Ed Castiiis, pras




added =
Sataille, wno editea the section of §
orepared the excellent annotated bibliography.

Turner, John W. "Little Big Man: The Novel and the Film,"
Literature/Film Quarterly 5 (Spring 1977), 154-163.
" Turner argues that close examination of the novel
illuminates some of the critical difficulties in the film,
among them the use of the narrator, the identity problems
of the central character, and the conflict between savagism
and civilizacion.

Wood, Robin. "Shall We Gather At the River: The Late Films

of John Ford," Film Comment, 7 {Fall 1971), 8-17.

Cricicizes Ford's abilitry to create a really convin-
ng view of the Cheyenne which resulted in the artistic
f ure of Chevenne Autumn. His self-contradiction in
dealing with Indians flaws the fiim. The article also
deals in a general way with Ford's treatment of Indians
in She Wore A Yellow Ribbon and Fort Apache.

ocree
u2x libd,

i 79, is a special
education issue includes Simon Ortiz on
the nature of language, Geri Rhodes on
Winter in the Blood, essays on Ceremony,

A, vol. 4: hes 2; Fall 19

Ray. A. Youngbear, Lance Henson, Simon
Ortiz, and Maurice Kenny on Peter Blue
Cloud. An excellent volume. Order from

Wm. Oandasan, c/o Program for Writers,

Un. of Illinois=Chicago, 60680. To same
address send contributions to A. 5:2, an
issue on Tribal Sovereignty and Autonomy,
incluse SASE, contributor*s note; deadline
May 31.(After July 1 address A at Box 206
Laguna NM 87026)
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